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Cultural Dynamics of Urban Pokhara

Pokhara is a beautiful valley with a solitary
wwn of the same name in the central hill of Nepal.
X hes on the lap of lofty and fascinating ranges of
snowy mountains called Annapurna with lovely
MSachhapuchhre. These beautiful mountains rising
mst above the Pokhara valley remain not only
sources of pristine beauty but also as sources of
mvths, legends and facts on the origin of the valley.
For a long time it was a mystery as to how Pokhara
vallev was formed and why there are so many large
boulders at the upper end of the valley. One of such
kegends presents an inferesting story that tells us
Wow the powerful Puranic hero, Bhimsen threw
these boulders from Machhapuchre, the Fishtail
mountain. Recent discoveries have led geologists to
amnclusions indicating that the legends have some
grth to them. In fact, the huge boulders at the upper
end of the valley did come from Machhapuchhre
with the catastrophic debris flow event which was
responsible for the deposition of Pokhara gravel
aout ten thousand years ago. The more recent
o another, less powerful flow was about seven
pundred years ago. Having many charming lakes
and enchanting Himalayas around, Pokhara has
hecome one of the most beautiful towns of Nepal
with its central location in the middle of the country.
Apart from this, the geological structure of the valley
and the unique ethnic-cultural mosaic seem to be
more interesting and enchanting for the observers.

The history of Pokhara dates back to the late
medieval period. The art form and the architecture
of the temples in Pokhara are not very old and

- Dr. Hari Shrestha

indicate the recent origin of the town (Tucci, 1971:
41). The settlement in Pokhara plains is expected
to have started at an undetermined point of time
(approximately four hundred years ago) when the
strategic importance of the fort settlement was in the
phase of declining and in its place a new strings of
small towns were emerging in the lower valleys.
During the medieval period (879-1768), the fort
settlement in close proximity to Pokhara remained as
the base of early habitation in the valley. Because of
the murky political situation of distrust and rivalry,
there was no significant settlement in Pokhara during
medieval period. Till the end of the medieval period,
most of the settlements in Nepal were concentrated
in fortified hills known as 'kot' for the sake of defense.
Lower places were not favoured for settlements on
account of their weaker strategic location and their
humid and malarial climate (Gurung, 1985: 175). It
was only after the unification of Nepal in the late
eighteenth century, the strategic importance of fort
settlements declined and lower places like Pokhara
grew to become large settlement.

The socio-cultural process as the main
features of urban Pokhara with its somewhat weaker
rural base resulted in the evolution of urban culture
in the town, which brought into beiﬁg through a
historical process. The socio-cultural backbone of
Pokhara was formed by various groups of people
who came and settled there in different periods
of history. Three distinct growth phases and three
prominent forces were responsible through which
the social and cultural landscape of Pokhara came
into existence (Shrestha, 2000:102).



The people of Hindu occupational caste
initiated the first phase as they started to grow
rice in the fertile but unhealthy lowlands of the
valley (Shroeder, 1977: 52). Some low caste laborers
settled in the hills above the mosquito zone and
cultivated rice fields in the valley during daytime. If
they returned up the mountain at night they could
easily escape malaria (Mierow, 1997: 4). This initial
agricultural activity led to the permanent settlement
in the valley later on. With the end of harsh and
inhospitable ecological condition, gradually the
Hindu people descended from the nearby fort
settlements started occupying the valley bottom.
Settlement was established at Batulechaur earlier
in comparison to other parts of the valley. The
establishment of the winter capital at Batulechaur
by Kulamandan Shah (Jagati Khan), the then king
of Kaski, further played the role of attracting people
to settle down in the valley. This new movement
laid the foundation for ‘castle settlement’ that further
led to the growth of Pokhara as an administrative
centre. The ruling class Chhetris accompanied by
the Brahmans and the people of occupational caste
first started the social and cultural activities with
small settlements near Batulechaur and Lamachaur,
Bindubasini, Miruwa, Parsyang, Maswar, Baidam,
Phulbari, Kundahar, etc. These settlements were
supported entirely by the agricultural mode of
production. A fair percentage of minstrels Gaines
at Batulechaur even today may be due to the past
royal patronage when Batulechaur was the seat of
the Kaski ruler (Gurung, 1965: ‘111).

The second phase proved to be the turning
point for the growth of Pokhara town. In 1752 AD,
just before the beginning of the unification of the
kingdom, the then ruler of Kaski brought the first
batch of Newar settlers from Bhdgaon for metal
workers and builders, which marked the beginning
of Newar migration to Pokhara (Ibid: 133). The
Newar people initiated the market culture by

building up a trading and commercial network in
the bazar (market) settlement with special features
of Newari architecture and city planning typical of
Kathmandu Valley (Sharma, 1989: 220). With this
new movement the periodic exchange of goods
was gradually replaced by permanent commercial
bazar system based on cash and credit flow. The
geographical location of Pokhara in the trans-
Himalayan trade route also favoured it to grow as
an important trading centre that led to the physical
expansion of the town. The market culture initiated
by the Newars brought far-reaching impact on the
socio-cultural process in Pokhara and peripheral
areas as well. Next to the Newars, the Thakalis
migrated to Pokhara from upper Kaligandaki
region in around 1846 A.D. (Gurung, 1965: 108).
Due to outstanding aptitude for business and
trade the Thakalis became successful to establish a
strong socio-economic network in Pokhara. They
also imported a typical system of rotating credit
association called dhikuri that became very much
popular in other ethnic and caste communities
later on. The Thakalis introduced trans-Himalayan
culture influenced by Bon-Po Shamanism in the
urban complex of Pokhara. Similarly the Churautes,
the Europoid origin Muslims, also appeared in
Pokhara as bangle (chura) seller and they introduced
Muslim culture with a mosque in the town.

The third phase that brought further
remarkable changes in the growth process of
Pokhara started in between early sixties and early
seventies. With the eradication of malaria from the
valley, the new settlers from the surrounding hills
started to come down to settle in the valley. Among
the hill people, the migration of Gurung was quite
phenomenal since they were the demographically
predominant tribal people living in the hills around
Pokhara (Gurung, 1965: 108). Opening of highways
and air service, development of urban amenities and
the changed status of the Gurung ex-servicemen



and other middle class people outside the region
wargely accelerated the high percentile growth of the
=wn population. The returning Gurkhas as agents
of cultural diffusion and change came to know the
mnportance of modern education for better future
and a new way of life. This change in their thinking
3d to the large influx of Gurung migration from the
nills to Pokhara, The Gurungs have since emerged
s aleading social and cultural force in the town.

The three major events as stated above
resulted in the growth and evolution of urban
calture in Pokhara forming three distinct layer
of cultures belonging to three distinct caste and
communities (Shrestha, 2000: 105). The first layer
= of the rural culture, which was initiated by the
Hindu people accompanied by the occupational
=ste. These people are believed to have moved first
owards the valley bottom with agro-based rural
cmiture demonstrating distinct features of rural
ways of life. As encouraged by the Hindu ruler
for settlement and rechamation of unsettled land
T the valley, the Brahman and Chhetris laid the
srendation of farm-based rural culture influenced by
Eenduistic tradition and customs. The land granted
% the king to the temples and to the communities of
zowal favour supported for the emergence of temple
s—rment of the Brahmans and castle settlement of the
Cfwetris as the typical component of urban culture
= the town. The castle and temple settlement began
e formative phase of urban culture with a feature
o specific caste affiliation that emerged in certain
ame2 and location (Shrestha, 2000: 103). In due course,
fe settlements scattered in lower plains kept rural,
farm-hased culture, And the houses plastered with
=i and clay painted by red-ochre correspond to
de primitive residents of rural settlements in the
ww complex (Gurung, 1965: 128).

Shrines of Hindu gods and goddesses
mpresent its earliest features in the urban complex.
Umder the royal patronage, the Hindu gods and

goddesses as the governing deity played dominant
role in the life of the city people. The social and
economic network with specific role for high caste
Brahmans and the people of occupational caste
represents distinctive characteristic of the rural
or semi-urban culture in the town. A large area of
rural location is still occupied by agricultural fields
with dispersed settlement of Brahman and Chhetris
and the people of servicing caste. The presence of
occupational caste people in the rural settlement
is quite phenomenal. It represents the hierarchical
and occupational specialties of the Hindu social
structure.

The farm-based rural culture of Pokhara
is primarily concerned with the maintenance of
proper relations with supernatural beings in the
forms of gods and goddesses, ancestral spirits and
malevolent ghosts. The masta culture of Western
Karnali River basin imported by the Chhetris
remains as an essential component of rural culture
in Pokhara (Gaborieau, 1976: 19). It also indicates the
mobility of Khasa people in this region with their
long-standing tradition of masta culture in the form
of tutelary deity. The most outstanding significance
of rural fairs and festivals was to promote contact
between people when commercial and other forms
of free contact was lacking; economic exchange was
closely linked to religious gatherings.

The second layer was the urban culture
that was introduced by the Newar people. The
Newars best equipped with the diversified economy
and highly advanced culture of Kathmandu Valley
imported the market based urban culture in the
town. The people associated with urban culture first
initiated typical urban style houses of baked brick
structures and tiled roof. The town layout of compact
settlement in linear pattern linked with one another
with common walls demonstrated more urban
features. Another feature of urban settlement was
the division of the town into a number of localities



known as 'tol' indicating the Newari model of urban
planning as in Kathmandu Valley. The urban Newars
in Pokhara erected numerous Hindu and Buddhist
shrines across the road junction, which also played
important role for faster growth of the town. The
Newars introduced various fairs and festivals as an
essential part of urban life with their own distinctive
traditional flavour. To support the urban system, the
urban layer also introduced the service of barbers
(napit), sweeper (pore), laundryman (dhobi) and
butcher (kasai) for the first time in the town. Thus, the
urban layer gradually appeared to be the backbone
culture of the town.

The third layer of hill culture is regarded
to be the newcomer to the town. Basically, the hill
culture represents the ethnic culture adopted by
the Gurung, Magar, Thakali, Tamang and other
hill minorities. The hill culture heavily influenced
by Shamanistic religion and Tibetan Buddhism
has long-standing tradition in the region. As the
migration process of the hill people accelerated
the hill culture became one of the major socio-
cultural forces in the urban complex. The hill culture
represented in the city of Pokhara is also distinctly
visible in terms of settlement pattern, social network
and value system. It has introduced clustered
settlement belonging to the distinct community or
culture from the hills, although the Thakalis can be
taken an exception to this type of settlement. As a
business community, it is desirable for the Thakalis
to live in mixed settlement, distributed in different
locations of the town (Chhetri, 1987: 50). The ethnic
people from the hills are divided into many clans
even though it does not reflect the caste culture in
the hill communities. Cross-cousin marriage is one
of the most distinctive common features among
the hill migrants, which disﬁnguisheslthem from
other cultural groups. Besides, the rites and rituals
as regulated by the Shamans and Lamas are also
markedly different from that of the others. As

associated with the foreign army service, many
hill migrants first introduced aspects of modernity
in terms of housing styles, modern gadgets and
equipment, interior decoration, and western style of
fooding and clothing in the town.

The culture in Pokhara seems to have
developed and processed passing through three
distinct phases or events. The first phase marked the
beginning of the superimposition of Hindu culture
with royal patronage. With the arrival of Hindu
and Buddhist Newars, the second phase turned
towards the process of assimilation among the
people from different ethnic-cultural background.
And, after the migration of the hill people, the third
phase appeared with more complex form of social
and cultural tradition that resulted in the growth
of ethnic revivalism and identity consciousness as
unique phenomena in the urban complex.

The urban culture of Pokhara represents a
combination of three distinct cultural layers. There is
a general tendency to highlight only those cultures,
which are based on the great tradition of Hinduism
and Buddhism. The indigenous beliefs and faiths
as a "Third Column" of Nepali culture are yet to
be explored analytically. Pokhara represents the
realities of national phenomena introducing three
layer culture consisted of the urban (Newari), rural
(the pahadi Hindu) and the hill (ethnic or indigenous)
culture as a typical co-existence and combination of
the three in the urban complex with their own socio-
cultural network and religious beliefs and practices
(Shrestha, 2000: 169). Interaction among these three
culture groups has initiated a process of change in the
pattern of urban culture in Pokhara. Pokhara by the
late twentieth century represented various ethnic,
religious, linguistic-cultural traditions creating and
promoting a ‘melting-pot’ situation without losing
a group specific cultural character. The three layer
culture and cultural trends in Pokhara have the
potential to play a model for similar other settings
that are in the making in Nepal.
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Preliminary Report on Khoksar Excavation in
2061/2062 B.S. (2004/2005 A.D.)

Geographical situation

The excavation site of Khoksar is located in
Sagarmatha zone, Saptari district, Khoksar Parbaha
village development committee, ward no. 6 of
Kanakpatti village. It is situated between 86028' N to
87 07' N longitude and 26 024' E to 26 047' E latitude.
It is bounded by: Udayapur district on North,
Siraha district on West, Sunsari district on East and
Naredigar Praganna of the Saharsa district of Bihar
(India) on South. There are Banawari and Khando
rivers, originated from Chure hill &nd flowing from
north towards south . It enters India passing throu gh
Tilathi village of Nepal (Map No. I).

Location of the site

There is flight service from Kathmandu to
Rajbiraj. It is the capital of Saptari district, which is
also connected by road. Khoksar is 14 km away from
Rajbiraj and located on the foothill of Chure . There
is a crossroad at Traffic chowk and the road leads to
Khoksar site via Kanakpatti village, which is further
2 km. from the chowk and the road toward south
leads to Indian border (Map No.1I).

Historicity

Saphalya ~ Amatya has  mentioned
about Khoksar as Kancha Khoriya (Gadhi) and
Chandrabhaga ruins. He had emphasised to excavate
the ruins because he assumed it as fort, palace and
temple (Amatya,S, 1979,15) .

- Prakash Darnal

After a decade Rajesh Mathema explored
this site. In his report, he had explained about the
remains of walls, mounds and temple's ruins. He
had also reported that stone artifacts seemed to
belong to the period of Sen dynasty but the remains
underneath could be the evidence of Kusan and
Gupta period.

Previous Work

Kumar Lal Joshi had published a report on
‘Prachin Bhagnabaseshko Purattatwik Anwesan"
in Kantipur Koseli in 2054 Chaitra 22. He has
written that mound was spread over five to seven
Bigha of land . The mound seemed sloped toward
south west. There is dry stream Yekagadhi
between southwest mound and exterior wall. Due
to incessant rain in Asadh of 2054 B.S. Yekagadhi
got flooded and it washed away the southwest
structure, exposing beautiful carved brickworks,
The exposed brick wall was 31' 8" long and its
height was nearly 10'. It was accidental finding,
which could be of a sanctum of an ancient temple.
The exposed carved bricks, which contained motif
of flora and geometric design, reminiscent the
carved bricks of Lori Kudan of Kapilvastu dated
8th -9th cent. A.D. Finding of brick well, ruin of
palace, pottery and terracotta animal figurine on
surface, assessed the mound an ancient settlement.
He has suggested ultimately, excavating the mound
to know what exactly it is.



In 2054/55 BS. fiscal year, Department of
Archaeology had constructed a Gabion wall for the
protection of ancient structures.

Accidental finding of the ancient mound
@scinated the present author to visit there in
X%¢/10/3 and presented a report on a workshop
*Archaeology and restoration" organized by Alliance
Francaise, Thapathali in 2002, March 1st.

According to the annual program of
Department of Archaeology’s 2058/59 B.S. fiscal
wear a team of U.Acharya-and P.B. Shrestha were
deputed for survey and trial excavation. The team
foand the mound spread over 30 Bigha area. They
also surveyed the exposed mound, giving point
from A to Z (excluding I and O) and laid grid over
P0m *450m. Point f and I, has been marked as zero
25.076) and highest (100.00) in grid. They excavated
Hr (1), H6 (4) and G6 (3) and found structure
Drawing No.IIl ).

The Site and the Environs

Sano Gadhi '

It is located on the southern side of the
Kanakpatti village. It is a thick forest, visible when
passing through the village. Inside the forest, dressed
saones have been scattered. It shows that, there was
some monument in the past (P.No .3).

Ancient Well

It is an ancient well, made of bricks and
swzated in Kanakpatti village. The land belongs to
Bbcxhari Chaudhari, The well is 332 cm depth and
X om width. It has 160 cm diameter and 40 courses
af tvick. The size of the brick is 24*13*7 cm (P.No. 4).

Mound and ruins

When passing towards north through
Karakpatti village, we come across to the dry
Gadni Khola, which is also called Yekagadhi Khola.
X Sows to east and joins with Khando River. But

the west side is deepening by it intercepting in the
middle of the mound exposing structure on north
and fortification wall on south. The stream which
comes from west dam is called Khud-huriya. It joins
with Gadhi Khola in the mid way and mixes with
Khando River as Gadhi khola. The fortification wall
on the south of Gadhi Khola and Khud-huriya Khola
runs from exposed structure (east) to dam (west) as
parallel of north structure and wall (P.No. 5). It is
340 m in length.

There is a wall alignment after 110.5 m of
exposed structure (Drawing No.IV) near Gadhi
Khola where it intercepts from north (P.No. 6).
The alignment extends to 100 m on north, making
Khayar Tree in the middle and turns to 80 m east
near Bamboo trees (P.No. 6 a).

Numbers of potsherd, pot and terracotta
animal figure have been found on the section of west
side mound separated by Gadhi Khola. Terracotta
Hukka, Chilim (P.No.7) and grey ware spouted pot
was found on the section of Khud-huriya Khola near
the west dam (P.No.7 a).

Fragments of stone sculpture were collected
from the ruin of bricks, which was dug for the
pond, but later it was abandoned because of flood.
Those sculptures have been kept in front of exposed
structure.

Besides exposed mound, four more ruinsand
ancient well have been discovered in the northern
forest. About 20 minutes walk from the main mound,
there is a ruin laying with brick, dressed stones and
carved Amalaka, The sculpture of Dancing lady
which is now in Rupani, was believed to be brought
from here (P.No.7 b).

There is another ruin just behind it. It is a
little higher than the previous ruin with bricks and
stones. One of the stone has image of Yaksya and a
deity (P.No.7 c).

There is a foot-path for Chandrabhaga
from the dam side. A small ruin with stone, can be
seen on the right hand side and a pond on the left.



After a while, a trail on the right hand side goes to
ancient well in the forest. It has 126 cm diameter. Its
width and height is measured 112 cm and 165 cm
respectively. Some portion of the well is already
destroyed (P.No. 8).

The largest ruin has been discovered a few
meters northeast from the well. It has foundation
of bricks and stones (P.No.9). It is the last slope of
the archaeology site, behind which, flows Banwari
River. Numbers of stones are scattered here with
flower motif and many other carvings (P.No.9 a).

Chandrabhaga

Itis the famous archaeological place situated
on north side of Khoksar. It is two hour walk away
from the Khoksar. After passing Banwari stream,
comes the Chandrabhaga stream. Then following
this stream to the north, we have to climbed the hill
and pass through the North Slope. While descending
to the stream, ruins with bricks and stones can be
seen on the surface of the forest. The stone sculpture
of door jambs like Rajdevi of Rajbiraj are scattered
(P.No.10). Platform of stones was also discovered
(P.No 11). There is inaccessible cascade formed by
Chandrabhaga stream. Near this area has the ruins
of Chandrabhaga Temple, The carved and dressed
stones carried by stream helps to identify the site.
Some stone sculpture like legs part only (61*36 cm)
(P.No.12), Feet (39*26 cm) (P.No.13), stone pipe
(57*17 cm), black stone carving (40*20 cm), stone
with railing motif (28*20 cm) (P.No.14), Jalhari (2720
cm) (PNo. 15) and unidentified sculpture have
been found. A stone sculpture having three head
(55*23) was carried to Bhikhari Chaudhari 's house
for safety because he had unidentified sculpture
(Lokeswor ? 58+34) which was also brought from
the same place. Saphalya Amatya has mentioned
two sculpture, Bhairav and Rajarani, carried to
Kathmandu (Amatya,2035/36 ) from Chandrabhaga.
Besides this, most of the stone fragments including
octagonal pillar (Shiva Linga) have been brought to

Shambhunath temple from this place. The ancient
geography of India written by A. Cunningham has
mentioned about the Chandrabhaga or Chenab river
(Cunningham,1975,196 ). Whether this place has any
affiliation with Chandrabhaga (Chenab) or not, is in
fact, not yet studied or known. But it seems very
interesting to explore or investigate on it further.

Kanchha Khoriya Gadhi

Gadhi is synonymous of fortress, Kanchha
Khoriya Gadhi is located on the top of the hill .It is
on the left bank of Khando river which is across the
dam. It seems to be fortress with bricks and stones
around and the moat in the middle on the top of the
hill (P.No.16). It was mentioned in the "Mechi dekhi
Mahakali 1" and in the article of Saphalya Amatya's
"Saptariko Chandrabhaga Ra Kanchha Khoriyaka
Bhagnabasheshharu ".

Shambhunath Temple

It is in Shambhu V.D.C. ward no 1 of
Kanchandaha village, 2 km south of Khoksar site.
The temple is famous for Shambhunath (Shiva linga),
which is actually granite octagonal pillar (P.No.17).
It is 164 cm high. Its bottom diameter is 104cm and
top is 30 cm. This pillar including stone Amalaka,
carved cornice, door jamb, Ganesh, Devi, Jalhari
and carved floral motif are significant remains of
artifacts brought from Chandrabhaga (P.No.18). The
floral motif of stone is similar to motif of exposed
structure of Khoksar.

Excavation

After studying the previous work and
surveying the site, two main objectives were set
for excavation. The first objective was to find the
alignment of the southwest corner of the exposed
structure. It would show evidence what actually
the structure was constructed for. The second
was to excavate at the highest point to know the
stratigraphy of the site. The name of the Khoksar site
was abbriviated in KKR .



Methodology

The methodology to excavate the KKR site
was used area excavation .G3 and H3 square (10*10
m) was in the highest-level point of 100 (P.No.18 a).
Here each quadrant has been described in detail .

Quadrant No. | of G3 square

Its reference level was 98.840 when digging
started. The color of the mud was grey, yellowish and
asrown. [t was hard and contained brick-bats, stones
and pebbles. After digging 30 cm, stone pavement
appeared (P.N0.19). The potsherds were red ware

with incise, dot and applique motif. Iron chisel and

dowel was antiquity found from this quadrant. :

Quadrant No. ll of G3 square

The color of the mud was grey, brown
and vellowish. It contained Patal Kumhar (roots),
orickbats, pebbles, potsherds and stones. The mud
was hard. The digging was done till 64 cm. The
potsherds were only red ware. The quadrant was
covered with stones but its northern side was lowe.r
shan the southern side (P.No0.20). The stones of the
lower side were joined by nine iron dowels (P.No.21).
Two stone was engraved (7*6, 5*4 cm) (P.No. 22,
1. Two carved fragment of brick, a piece of stone
ragment with flying Gandharva (12*7) (P.No.24), a
a@rved stone (12*7) (P.No.24 a) and four other iron
3owel were found from this quadrant.

Quadrant No. Il of G3 Square

Its color of mud was grey and composition
mard. It contained red ware potsherds, pebbles,
trick-bats and stones .The digging ended at 21 cm
andyv because of dressed stones existed on the surface
PNo.25). One piece of iron was found here. But
#m: quadrant seemed the center of stone pavement
xurt, because of finding engrave of bow and arrow
2¥712) (P.No.26). Another engrave (15*11) was like
2ero on a boat (P.No.27).

Quadrant No. IV of G3 square

It contained pebbles, roots, potsherds,
brickbats and stones. Its mud color was gray
and yellow. It was compact but not hard. All the
potsherds found were red ware. Digging was done
till 44 cm. More than two layers of boulder stone
were noticed on the east and south side and very
thinly paved on the north side (P.No.28). Eleven iron
dowels, two terracotta beads (P.N0.29,29 a), iron drill
bit (P.No.30), copper bangle and iron piece were the

antiquities found from this quadrant .

Quadrant No. | of H3 square

potsherds, patal kumhar roots,shell and stones. The ™

color of the mud was grey and yellowish. Its mud
was dry and compact but not hard. There was stone
on southern side but while dug till 80 cm three layer
of dressed stone pavement appeared on north side
also. This side was lower than south (P.No.31).
Potsherds were mostly red ware and few were grey.
A fragment of stone image with head cap (14*8 cm)
(P.N0.32), carved stone (6 cm) (P.No0.33), four irons
dowel (P.No.34), carved bricks and a mud piece of
sculpture (13*11 cm) (P.No.35) were the antiquities
from here. There were three engrave stone (13*8,
15*6, 12*5) (P.No0.36,37,38 ) and a marker stone (10*8
cm )( P.No. 39).

Quadrant No. Il of H3 Square

It contained brickbats, pebbles, roots,
potsherds and stones on the surface. The color of the
mud was grey and yellowish. Its mud was compact
but soft. The dominant potsherds were red ware but
grey ware was very few. The digging ended at 66 cm.
There was three layer of stone pavement, first was
small stone, second boulder and third dressed stone
(P.No0.40). The three stone was found engrave like
flag (15*9,15*10 & 14*10) (P.No.41,42) .Theantiquities
were three iron dowels, an iron nail (P.No0.43) and a
stone fragment of sculpture (P.No.44).



Quadrant No. lll of H3 Square

It contained roots of patal kumhar, brick-
bats, pebbles and stones (P.No.45). The color of the
mud was grey and it was compact but soft. The
digging was done till 48 cm. Some stones on south
side were components of monument (P.No.46). The
quadrant was covered with dressed stone mostly on
southern side. Red ware and grey ware potsherds
were found but red ware dominated . Two iron dowel
was found. Three engrave (15*9& 8*7, 9.5*4) was also
discovered from this quadrant (P.No.47,48).

Quadrant No. IV of H3 square

The reference level of this quadrant was
100, the highest deposition point. It contained roots
of patal kumhar, brick-bats, pebbles and stones .The
mud color was grey. This quadrant was covered with
dressed stones (P.No0.49). Red ware and grey ware
potsherds were found but mostly were red ware.
The digging ended at 24 cm only. Eight engrave had
been found from this quadrant (6.3*3, 7*2.5, 11*4 ,
14710, 14*11, 18*11, 20713 ,6.5*8 cm) (P.No0.50, 51,
53, 54, 55, 56, 57) Among them two engrave “:ere
peacock which are quite important. One of the stone
(55*40 cm) was mark, which had 6*4 cm hole, and
a small stone was joined on it. A broken iron chisel
was the only antiquity from it (P.No.58).

Quadrant No. | of G6 square

This quadrant was selected to know the
alignment of the south west exposed structure.
The surface was sloped-towards south (P.No.59).
The bushes and trees covered it. After cleaning
the surface and removing the humus, the digging
started from 94.464 reference level. Its color of mud
was grey. It contained sandy mud, roots, bricks,
potsherds and stones. The mud was compact,
damp and soft but hard wherever it was dry.
Potsherds were mostly red ware but painted grey
ware was also found. Elevan iron nails, a stone
piece of unidentified image (P.No.60) and terracotta
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broken animal figure (P.No.61) were the antiquities.
Charcoal was also collected for sample. The digging
was done till 260 cm and discovered the alignment
of southwest exposed structure. The main structure
of west was spread to the east making two chambers
and extended to the north G5 (4) (P.No.62). There
was three opening space, two exterior (P.N0.63) on
the west main structure and one interior (P.No.64)
in the east. Its two floor was mud with brickbats
rammed very compact and hard (P.No.64 a). The
main west structure (wall) was 5.50 m length, 1.1
m width, 1.67 m height and number of courses 36.
The wall of the northern chamber was 2.45 m*1.56
m*1.76 m with 36 courses and the southern wall was
2.91m*1.50m*1.35 m with 30 courses. Likewise the
floor of outer west structure was 343 cm * 81 cm
(P.No.65) and southern and northern floor were 185
cm *129 cm *12 em (P.No.66) and 168 cm *192 cm
*12 em (P.No.67) respectively. The bricks size was
24*20*5 cm, 27*18*4 cm, 23*13*5 cm, 23%18*5 cm. The
bricks were kiln burnt, good shape, well burnt, and
Ma appa type. Potsherds were found in situ at the
floor of southern chamber (P.No.68). The exterior
west wall had decorative bricks like in southern
exposed wall (P.No.69).

Quadrant No. IV of G5 square

The trench was laid here because of
getting evidence of structure which was exposed
on southern side. The surface of this quadrant was
sloping from north to south (P.No.70). The reference
level was 97.618. It contained roots, pebbles, brick-
bats, potsherds, sandy mud and stones. The sandy
mud was soft whereas the grey mud was compact,
damp, sticky but not hard. The color of the mud
was yellowish on north side and grey on south
side. The southern side was filled up by sand. The
fallen debris of bricks began to appear after digging
down 240 cm (P.No.71). Dominant potsherds were
red ware but grey ware with painted potsherds was
also found. In view of antiquities, it was the most



mmportant quadrant where terracotta toy (P.No.72),
three perforated terracotta, six iron nail, iron ore,
terracotta small pot (P.No.73)with a semi precious
tead (P.No.74), terracotta broken animal figure
‘PNo.75), terracotta head of Narayan (13*11.5 cm)
P.No.76), terracotta torso of Buddha (18*16 cm)
PNo0.77) and terracotta Siddha with beard (18*12
am) (P.No.78) had been found. Sample of charcoal
and lime was also collected. The final digging was
=nded at 370 cm. There was main structure on the
west, which had spread from G6 (1) to this quadrant.
The main structure (4.2 m length, 1.12 m width, 1.97
= height, 43 courses) had stretch to northwestern
sde (P.No.79). The other two structure was southern
aast wall (2.85 m length, 1.11 m width, 1.46 m height,
39 courses) (P.No.80),and northern east wall (2.41m
®ngth, 74 cm width, 1.17 m height, 24 courses)
PNo.81). The main western wall had opentspace
Svobably for window in the middle (P.No 82). There
were two floors; one was inside the west wall (2.88m
"130m) and the other was outside it (2.19m x 1:25m).
3oth floor was made of rammed mud with brickbats.
The interior floor had potteries in situ (P.No.83).
Some portion of the exterior floor was paved with
saone (P.No.84). The cornice of the exterior west wall

was carved brick (P.No.85). Its three projections of

e decorated bricks were marvelous reminiscent the
=rved bricks of Lori Kudan of Kapilvastu (P.No.86).
Feacock, Sinkhwa, disk brick had also been found
Tom this quadrant. The bricks size were 23 *18*4,
A5, 27*20*4 cm. The bricks were well- burnt
kcin), good shape and Ma appa type (.No.87).

Four engraves (11*15, 12*8, 12*10, 4.5*13)
wezediscovered in the stone of mound A (P.No.88,.89,
¥z and 90) . One of them has the engrave of number
145, Likewise, iron arrow (P.No.91), terracotta
&rmal figure and Diyo (P.No.92) and iron nail was
=vexted from the surface of mound A.

A small trench was dug to know the
mdation of south west wall (P.No.93). Stone
2 was observed till 105 cm down (P.No.94) but
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nothing was found below 75 cm of it. So it was filled
up putting a terracotta pot with coins and signature
of the excavation team. Five pieces of stone sculpture
brought from Khud-huriya ruin (P.N0.95) was kept
in front of exposed south wall. But except the large
piece of Devi's stone (75*55) (P.No.96), torso (39*19),
Devi's right side part (32*20), Basaha (36*19), and a
stone (34*33 cm) was kept inside the foundation and
covered for protection.

General observation

KKR archaeology site is huge mound spread
over 30 Bigha on the lap of Chure hill (P.No.97).
About half kilometer long outer wall runs parallel
to the mound which speculates that the ruin of the
settlement is in rectangular pattern. The mound
contains wall alignment on west north, four ruin
of monument and two ancient well. Chandrabhaga
is the most important ruin which nomenclature
is mentioned in the ancient text. But whether it
correlates with Chenab of India or not, hasn't been
studied yet. It seems that KKR and Chandrabhaga are
main hub of cultural activities and other surrounding
sites like Agni Sair, Shambhunath, Rajdevi, Boria _
katti, Lalapatti, Manraja, Kusmar village of Saswor
V.D.C, Balawa and Rupnagar were grown as satellite
in Saptari. Exploration of archaeological sites and
sculptures in Saptari has shown strong affinity with
Chandrabhaga and KKR. The G3 (P.No0.98) and
H3 (P.No0.99) square was found covered by stone
pavement with different letters, signs and motifs
(P.N0.99 a). Most of the stones were joined with
iron dowels. Signs like bow and arrow, zero on boat,
square flags and peacocks (?) were noteworthy which
need to be study. There were 24 engraves on the two
square and three on the surface. Antiquities were
iron nails, iron dowels, iron chisel, arrow, drill bit,
stone fragment of sculptures, terracotta pot, animal
figure, toy, perforated pieces, Head of Narayan
image, Siddha with beard, Buddha ? (it is identified
because of its deer figure and a semi precious bead.




These sculpturesare the valuable findings which can
be dateable by the comparative study. Iconography
study shows that these sculptures belong to period
of Gupta. Prominent potsherds found were red ware
but pottery like grey ware spouted pot (P.No.100)
and painted grey ware was important for the date
and chronology. Sample of charcoal, shell and lime
was also collected for the study and C4 dating.
The evidence of the alignment of the south west
exposed main structure was found in G6 (1) and
G5(4) (P.No0.101) and the section showed that the
main structure still running through it on north
side (P.No0.102). There was two chamber in G6 (1),
each having rammed mud floor and two opening on

west main structure and one entrance between two ’

chamber (P.No.103). Outer floor was also discovered
on the west structure. The outer face of the structure
consisted different carved bricks (P.No.104). It has
also prominent projection of brick with geometric
design (P.No0.105). Likewise, the west facade of
G5 (4) has three projection of brick reminiscent of
Lori Kudan of Kapilvastu (P.No.106). Brick of duck
and Sinkhwa was also found from the cqrnice of
the structure (P.No.107).There was opening space
probably window(?) on the west structure. The main
structure was heading towards north and its other
two arm spread in east side making chamber inside
the structure. The floor was mud rammed with
potteries in situ. The south structure was not seen on
section, seemed gap for entrance where as the north
structure continued towards east. The floor outside
the west structure was also mud rammed but some
portion of it was found stone pavement.

No dateable artifacts as coin and inscription
were discovered. The structure still cannot be said
exactly whether palace, temple or monastery? Further
excavation is necessary to identify the structure and
chronology of the culture. It is suggested that this
site should be carry out Area Excavation along with
archaeological conservation which would not only
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preserve the archaeological site but also promote the
tourism and opens the pages of past history.

Epilogue

Stone sculpture of Devi (75*55), carved
stone (26*19), Yaksya (69* 39*25), Yaksya with figure
(50* 26*14 ) cm have been kept in front of exposed
southern structure (P.No.108) .

Terracotta Chilim (15*13) (P.No.109), Hukka
(30*8.5) (P.N0.109 a) and Ghada (11*6.5) (P.N0.109 b)
cm was brought to Department of Archaeology from
the Bhikhari Chaudhari who collected in the surface
of the KKR site. Stone Lokeswor? (58*34) (P.No.110),
stone ﬂower motif (22*19), stone ]::ackgr(_)und of

 image (33*20), railing carved stone (2619) and Three

headed sculpture (55*23 ) cm (P.No.111) was handed
to Bhikhari Chaudhari with official letter written by
Project chief of the field team in 2061/11/25. They
were kept at his home in hope that they will be
displayed one day at the site museum of KKR . The
three-headed sculpture has one hand on right side
and two hands on left. Its upper side has Yaksya,
two flying Gandharva, two figure on two side and
three figure below the feet. It was carried from the
ruin of the Chandrabhaga and kept in the custody of
Bhikhari Chaudhari who is also the chair man of the
User forest community of KKR.

The trenches were covered by plastic and
the same materials which was dugged out (P.No.111
a, 111b)

Last but not least, I would like to thank
my team member photographer late Purander
Man Vaidya, sight in charge Sachindra Dev and
field assistant Mahesh Babu Sharma. The team had
excavated three month from2061/9/1t02061/11/30.
Engineer Purna Bahadur Shrestha and Photographer
Om Kumar Shrestha also helped me to prepare this
report by their drawing and photographs of the
antiquities and carved bricks. At the end, I want to
dedicate this report to my sincere and enthusiastic
colleague late Purander Man Vaidhya who passed
away in 2062/9/5.
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Appendix 1. Sizes of Bricks found

1 255x7x5
2 26x7x5
3 27x19x5
4 27x17x5
5 24x16x4
6 25x17x5
7 26x17x5
8 27.5x20x5
9 26x19x5
10 30x22x5
11 28x20x5.6 .
12 27x18x5
13 24x20x6
14 30x23x5
15 17x12x5
16 29x21x6
17 30x22x5.5
S.No. | bricks found in Boriya Katti site, cm
1 21.5x29x5
2 21x26x5
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III. Excavated trenches of Mound A, KKR
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P.No.3 Sano Gadhi, Khoksar Parbaha P.No.4 Ancient well, Kanakpatti

P.No.6a Brick alignment P.No.7 Section of the potteries on the west side of mound A

P.No.7a Section of the gray ware spouted pot near

Khud-hariya dem P.No.7b Carved stones from the ruin | of the KKR
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# Mo 12 Stone leg part of sculpture in Chandrabhaga P.No.13 Stone feet part of sculpture in Chandrabhaga
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P.No.16 Kanchha Khoriya Gadhi across the Khando River

P.No.17 Octagonal stone pillar well known as Shambhunath

P.N0.19 Quadrant no. | of G3 square P.N0.20. Quadrant no. Il of G3 square
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P.N0.22 Engrave of quadrant no. Il of G3 square

# % 25 Engrave of bow and arrow of G3 (Ill) P.N0.27 Engrave of zero like on a boat of G3(Ill)



P.No.29 Terracotta bead of G3(1V)

i e e TSN
P.No.29a Terracotta bead of G3(IV)

Sl

P.No.30 Iron drill bit (broken) fromG3(IV)

o TR

P.No.31. Quadrant no. | of H3 square P.No.32 Stone fragment of head cap from H3(l)

P.No.33 Fragment of carved stone from H3(l) P.No.34 Iron dowel from H3(l)




P.No.35 Fragment of mud sculpture from H3(l) P.No.36 Engrave of H3(l)

P.No.37 Engrave of H3(l) P.No.38 Engrave of H3(l)

) P.No.41 Engrave of H3(ll) P.N0.42 Engrave of H3(ll)

23



o

P.N0.43 Iron nail from H3(ll) P.No.44 Stone fragment of sculpture from H3(Il)

P.No.45 Quadrant no. Il of H3 square P.No.46 Stone components of monument from H3(lll)

P.No.47 Engrave of H3(Ill) P.No.48 Engrave of H3(Ill)

P.N0.49 Quadrant no. IV of H3 Square P.No.50 Engrave of H3(IV)
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P.No.54 Engrave of H3(IV)

P.No.56 Engrave of H3(IV) P.No.57 Engrave of H3(IV)

P.N0.59 Sloped surface of quadrant no. | of G6 square

P.No.58 Broken iron chisel from H3(IV)
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P.N0.62 Two chamber of G6(l)

P.No.64a Rammed floor of G6 (l)

P.No.65 Outer floor of G6(l) P.No.66 Southern floor of G6(l)
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P.N0.70 Sloped surface of quadrant no. IV of G5 Square

e Al

B.No.71 Fallen debris of bricks at G5{IV)

B N0.73 Terracotta small pot G5(IV)

P.No.74 Semi precious bead of G5{1V)
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P.N0.75. terracotta broken animal figure of quadrant no. IV P.No.76 Terracotta head of Narayan of quadrant no. IV of G5
of G5 square square

P.No.78 terracotta Siddha with beard of quadrant no. IV of
square G5 square

P.N0.81 northern structure of quadrant no. IV of G5 square P.No.82 open space on "ohfﬂG‘;eﬂ structure of quadrant no. IV
square
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e AL &
?N0.83 potteries in situ in the interior floor of quadrant no.
IV of G5 square

ESNPOL P
P.N0.86 exterior projection of carved bricks of quadrant no.
IV of G5 square

) _-"‘,‘J';'.‘ _. _,.‘5‘*
o. IV of G5 square

= Mo.85 exterior carved cornice of quadrant no. IV of G5
Square

Leid ) 8 >

P.No.88 engrave found on the stone of surface P.No.89 engrave found on the stone of surface
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P.No.95 five pieces of stone sculpture from Khud-huriya P.No.96 sculpture of Devi
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P.N0.97 view of KKR site P.N0.98 excavated trenches of G3 square from North to
South

- ol

B No.99 excavated trenches of H3 square from North to P.No.99a excavated trenches of H3 and G3 from East to West
South

# %2.100 grey ware spouted pot from sectign of Khud-huriya P.N0.101 Structure running from south west to west on
quadrant | of G6 square

4
P.N0.103 floor and structure of quadrant no. | of G6 Square

P.N0.102 structure running from G6 (1) to G5 (IV)
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DIFFERENT CARVED BRICKS OF KKR (ALL SIZES ARE IN CM UNLESS OTHERWISE MENTIONED)

P.No.104.5 carved brick 14*13*5 b P.No0.104.6 carved brick 15*9*5

P.N0.104.7 carved brick 12*11%4 4 P.N0.104.8 corner brick 7*7.5*5
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P.N0.104.11 carved brick 9.5%9.5*5 P.N0.104.12 carved brick 13*8*5

P.N0.104.15 carved brick 13.5*11*5 P.N0.104.16 carved brick 11*8*5
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P.N0.104.19 carved brick 11*9*5

P.N0.104.21 carved brick 15*10*5

P.N0.104.23 carved brick 16*16.5*4 P.N0.104.24 carved brick 14*19*4.5
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P.No0.104.25 carved brick 16*12.5%4 P.N0.104.26 carved brick 14*10%4.5

H E B =
Bl H H B
P.N0.104.27 carved brick 15*10*4.5 P.N0.104.28 carved brick 12.5*11.5%4.5

P.N0.104.31 carved brick 11*15*%5 P.N0.104.32 carved brick 15*12*5
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P.No.104.35 carved brick 16.5%*12*4.5 P.No.104.36 peacock brick 16*9*4.5

P.N0.104.37 duck brick 15*9*4.5

- P.N0.104.39 brick 16*7.5%*4.5 P.N0.104.40 carved brick 17.5%14*5
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P.N0.104.41 carved brick 15.5%*14.5*5

P.N0.104.43 carved brick 22*16*5

P.N0.104.47 brick 16*12*4.5
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P.N0.104.42 carved brick 20¥19*%4.5

P.N0.104.44 disk brick 19*15.5*4.5

P.N0.104.48 brick 19¥12*4.5



P.N0.104.51 Sinkhwa brick 26*20*5

P.N0.104.53 brick 25.5*17*5

P.N0.104.55 carved brick 6*5*5

P.N0.104.50 brick 19*16*4

P.N0.104.56 carved brick 10*6*5
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P.N0.105 Geometric design of brick on west of quadrant | of
G6 square

#%0.106 three projection of brick on west of quadrant IV of P.N0.107 brick of duck on cornice of quadrant IV of G5 square
G5 square

4 -a“"...a- o D %ﬁ
# %o.108 Yaksya, carved stone and Yaksya with figure beside P.N0.109 terracotta chilim from the surface of Khud-
south wall huriya dam

=

- ®No.109a terracotta Hukka from the surface of Khud- P.No0.109b terracotta Ghada from the surface of Khud-
huriya dam Huriya
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P.N0.109¢ terracotta stand from the surface of Khud-huriya P.No0.109d terracotta stand part from the surface of Khud-
huriya

P.No.110 stone Lokeshwor? at the house of Bhikhari
Chaudhari

P.No.111a covering the trenches after completion P.No.111b KKR site after the excavation
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