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LUMBINI THE FOUNTAIN OF PEACE AND
THE HOLIEST PILGRIM CENTRE OF
PEACE LOVING PEOPLE OF THE WORLD

Introduction

Lumbini, the birthplace of Siddhartha, one
of the foremost pilgrimage spots among the four
great pilgrimage spots lies in Rupandehi district
of Lumbini zone of Nepal. The Buddhist holy
Sutras mention that the Buddha himself advised
his followers to make pilgrimage at four places
i.e. Lumbini, Bodhgaya, Sarnath and Kushinagar.
Lalitavistara Sutra, an authentic Buddhist Sutra gives
a brief description about Lumbini. To refer it "In the
heaven of Tushita all Gods respectfully joined their
palms and questioned him (Bodhisattva Svetaketu)
Great Being! Into what jewel of a family, endowed
with what perfections, will the Bodhisattva in his
final birth be born."

"Considering the great assembly of
Bodhisattva and Gods, the Bodhisattva Svetaketu
replied. Friends, the Bodhisattva in his last existence
must be born in a family endowed with sixty four
kinds of perfections. After elaborating the nature of
family, he stated further" "Friends, the Bodhisattva
in his last existence will decent into the womb of a
woman endowed with thirty two kinds of qualities.
The Bodhisattvas and devaputras, having learned
from the Bodhisattva of complete purity of the family
and the complete purity of the mother considered:
what family could be so endowed with such unique
qualities? At this the Bodhisattva indicated the
complete purity of family appears in the family of
the Sakyas and her mother Mayadevi."?

The term "Lumbini" means beautiful lady.
A scholar writes that Chinese pilgrim call Lumbini

- Prof. Dr. Khadga Man Shrestha

as Lafani which signify beautiful lady. Another
source mentions that Lumbini means best lady.
The name of the spouse of Suprabuddha was also
Lumbini. King Suprabuddha's queen Shuddha was
the sister of Shuddhodana. King Suprabuddha had
made a beautiful garden in the name of his spouse.?
Scholars write that Mayadevi, expired after seven
days of the birth of Siddhartha in Lumbini. In Kobe,
Japan people offer holy water touching the icon
of Mayadevi with the belief that labour pain of a
women will be relieved as to give birth to an infant.
The icon of Mayadevi has the inscription dated
14th century. The French writer further mentions
"As the Christians highly venerate virgin Mary,
Mayadevi is not venerated." Quoting the book of
an archaeologist Alfred Foucher published in Paris,
Frank writes "unlike the virgin Mary, the mother
of Christ, the mother of Buddha, had not been
venerated."

The name of one of the districts of Lumbini
zone is Rupandehi. It is also referred that the term
Lumbini is derived from the name Rupadevi, the
mother of Yesodhara, the queen of Koliyas.

The Chinese traveler Fahien (406 A.D.)
who visited Lumbini gives the account- "Here
the queen having entered the pool to bathe came
out on the north side, and after walking twenty
paces, raised her hands and grasped the branch of
a tree, then facing to the east she brought forth the
Hair Apparent. On reaching the ground, the Hair
Apparent walked seven steps, and two dragon
Kings washed his body. At the place of washing



a well was afterwards made and also from the
above mentioned bathing pool; the priests of
today are accustomed to get their drinking water"!
It may be commented that Fahien referred the
Shakya Puskarani and the Lucky tree under which
Siddhartha was born. Although the account is
vague this proves that Fahien had seen the nativity
tree when he visited Lumbini.

To Refer Mahaparinibbana Sutta, Lord
Buddha had described Lumbini as a place and its
contemplative virtue. He had advised all his faithful
followers and devotees to visit Lumbini.
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In the Buddhist Sutras Lumbini has been
described as one of the most holy pilgrimage sites
among "Chaturmahasthanani", A devout Buddhist
shall reside in the happy realms of heaven and cross
the riddles of birth and death if he or she visits
Lumbini once in his or her life. Lumbini became a
place of religious pilgrimage even after the birth of
the Buddha®

The earliest source, Suttanipata, mentions
that "The wisdom child that jewel so precious, that
cannot be matched, has been born at Lumbini, in the
Shakya land for weal and joy in the world of men" ¢

Pleasure Garden:

It is further mentioned - "Lumbini,
entertained by the people of Kapilvastu and
Devadaha even before the time of Lord Buddha,

referred by Buddhist literary accounts as Pradimoksha
blessed with blooming Sal trees and mass of
beautiful flowers where bees of the five different
colors hummed, sweet wrablings of various birds
and other natural scenery is comparable to the
Chittalata grove of Indra's paradise in heaven."”

Prince Siddhartha was born in Lumbini
when his mother Mayadevi was on the way to
Devadaha, her native home.

Jataka Attha Katha, a Buddhist text refers
that Siddhartha Gautam immediately after birth
walked seven steps, raised the second finger of his
right hand and proclaimed "I am the foremost of
all creatures of the world to show the riddle of the
ocean of existence. | have come to the world to cross
the path of Emancipation. This is my last birth and
hereafter [ will not be born again."

Nativity tree

Refessing Lalitvistara, Bidari, an archaeologist
of Lumbini Development Trust writes- "Siddhartha
was born under an Asoka tree (Saraka Indica). It
was the nativity tree."” Quoting many Buddhist
scholars he further writes- "Prince Siddhartha was
born beneath a Sal tree and Mayadevi was holding
a branch of Sal tree."'? Referring the Chinese
pilgrim Shui-ching chu's account he mentions that
Mayadevi gripped the Ashoka tree at the time of his
birth. He further writes.- "An image of Mayadevi
gripping Ashoka tree was placed beneath the tree.
Devotees used to offer flowers and sweets at the
spot marking where Siddhartha's feet first touched
the earth. King Ashoka shielded the Siddartha's
foot prints with stones."" Lastly Bidari concludes
that Ashoka tree (Saraka Indica) is the nativity tree
of prince Siddhartha.”? However People strongly
believe that Siddhartha was born under Sal tree
because Lumbini was a garden with abundant Sal
trees.

It is also stated that Lumbini, before the
birth of Buddha (Siddhartha) was a pleasure garden
entertained by the Shakyas of Kapilvastu and
Koliyas of Ramagram. The two ancient races, the
Shakyas and the Koliyas were bound by matrimonial
relation. Divyavadana narrates Ashoka's pilgrimage
to Buddhist sites.”” Mauryan Emperor Ashoka
said to his spiritual teacher Upa Gupta "It is my
desire sir, to visit honour and mark by a sign for
the benefit of remote posterity all the spots where



the Blessed Buddha has sojourned.” Appreciating
it, Upa Gupta said "Gracious are your intentions,
king I myself will be your guide”. At Lumbini,
Upa Gupta pointed out a tree with right hand and
said" Behold merciful King, this is the spot where
Shakyamumi Buddha was born." Ashoka saw the
tree with over-whelming joy. He folded his palms
and prostrated with deep devotions. He worshiped
the spot installed a commemorative pillar. On it he
wrote "It is Lumbini village where the blessed Lord
was born and "shelters it." According to Sheng Tsai,
Emperor Ashoka made a lapislazuli statue of the
queen in the act of grasping (the tree) and giving
birth to the prince. The branches of the tree are still
visible on the stone statue.*

The Ashokan pillar categorically indicates
the site of the Buddha's birth. According to
the inscription, the great Mauryan Emperor
Ashoka consecrated the site in the 20th Year of
his ascendancy to the throne and to pay homage
to the Buddha's birthplace erected the pillar. To
commemorate his visit Ashoka erected several
Stupas.

The important. pilgrim and devotee who
visited Lumbini was Hieun Tsang. He visited the
sitein the 7th century A.D. (639 A.D.). Hiuen Tsang
who visited Kapilvastu, Lumbini and Ramagrama
had given the account of the Stupa built by Emperor
Ashoka. He mentioned that the decayed Ashokan
tree (under which Lord Buddha was born) spring
with cold and warm water flow (where newly born
baby was purified and made stupas. By then the
Ashokan pillar with the horse capital was damaged
by the lightening flash. He also saw the river of oil
(Telar river) at Lumbini.”

The early Buddhist venerated Lumbini
as site of contemplation, meditation. The
Theravadians pay homage to Lord Buddha in
the from of Stupas and Chaityas. All objects of
Chaitya are anthropomorphized. The Mahayana is
characterized by Bodhisattva cult. The cult of female
deities later on was venerated by Vajrayana as
Taras. The Buddha was glorified as super human
and upholder of Dharma.

Lumbini the Fountain of World Peace:
The 20th General Conference of the
fellowship of Buddhist held in Borkeley, Australia
has adoped unanimously a resolution declaring
the commitment of the international Buddhist
community to uphold the importance of Lumbini,
the sacred birthplace of Lord Buddha, the apostle
of peace. In presence of this declaration the World
Buddhist Summit held in Lumbini from Nov 30
to Dec 5, 1998 recommended.- "Underline the
relevance and timeliness of mobilizing the spiritual
and emotional fervour that every Buddhist has
developed towards the holy shrine of Lumbini
as a motivating and guiding factor in promoting
of world peace." The Summit also adopted
Nepal's declaration of Lumbini as the "Fountain
of World Peace" and "Holiest Pilgrimage Centre
of the Buddhists and Peace Loving People of the
World." The 1st World Buddhist Summit in its
recommendations mentions to field a feasibility
study of the proposal for establishment of an
international Buddhist University at Lumbini."®

Dharmakaya Nature of the Buddha

The Buddha way of life today has remained
as a source of inspiration to all the Peace Loving
People of World. The Dharmkaya nature of the
Buddha represents Buddha's virtues. Perfections on
the virtue of the Buddha will lead all sentient beings
to the path of peace, "Dan, Sheel, Kshyanti, Veerya,
Dhyana, Prajna" - Perfections of giving, of virtuous
conduct, of forbearance, of energy, of meditative
concentration and of transcendent comprehension
are regarded as path to success as six "Paramitas"
(perfections), in Bodhischaryavatara. The present day
world somehow or other has been threatened and
has been badly affected by subversive activities.
Peace is being distorted due to several reasons
such as exploitation, inequality, corruption, denial



of human rights and fundamental freedom. Peace
and violence both originates from mind. In the
same way, war has its root in mind. Construct peace
in the minds of men and in other words change
value systems, attitudes and behavior as every day
culture should be underlined as culture of peace.
Promotion of human rights education for tolerance,
strengthen intellectual dialogue, foster democratic
value, create information based society with focus
on concept of culture of peace, mobilization of
political will and capacity building with emphasis
on institutional building, policy oriented research
in different fields covered by the concept of culture
of peace, activities concerning education and
training for peace, human rights in democracy,
international understanding and tolerance are the
traits to be promoted in the civil society. Creation
of Web site on the internet, in fostering the sense of
peace has been regarded as one of the features of
development and dynamism. Thus the First World
Buddhist Summit of Lumbini held in the year 1998
has aptly shown its concern in the advancement of
peace culture and develop Lumbini as "Fountain
of World Peace."

World wide sensitization against
intolerance, discrimination, racism and violence
will certainly help in promoting the tenets of
Buddhism. Spiritualism, not material spiritualism
should be emphasized in this context, Lumbini
Bauddha University is planned to create a Centre of
Interaction among intellectuals of the world. In the
frame work of actions designed for the promotion
of culture of peace, the intellectuals may take active
part. They may explore new ways and means
of initiating altruistic activities, Humanitarian
approach of the youth involvement in public
service media in giving focus on the subjects life
"living in tolerance and harmeny respecting each
others culture," cultural plufalism, support to the
youth initiatives, encourage the organizations
designed to develop understanding co-operation
and peace in the Buddha way of like should be our
concerns today. LBU is designed to foster peace
throughout the world. This Summit has provided
a forum for inter cultural dialogue and social
cohesion within multi-ethnic and multi-cultural
societies. These essentials are to be strengthened.
Importance of pluralism in the evolution of cultures
in the context of national integrity should be

the basis of international co-operation. It should
never be overlooked. Inter relationship of culture
should be the main foundation of international
understanding in which spiritual convergence
and intercultural dialogue has to be emphasized.
So Lumbini may serve as Fountain of World
Peace. It is also a fertile ground to foster a sense of
amity, toleration, boundless love and compassion
and the Buddha way of life to make an end of
strife, violence, subversive activities, terror and
bloodshed in any part of the globe. The mission of
peace and compassion brotherhood among all the
sentient beings as propounded by Lord Buddha is
equally relevant in the contemporary society.

Nirvana (Salvation) the Main Goal of
Ecclesiastical System~

Any religion of the world is geared to find
out the path in order to break the bond of birth
and death. The Buddha preached the Four Noble
Truth i.e. 1) Life is full of suffering 2) The suffering
has the cause 3) The cause has to be investigated 4)
The right way of removing the cause of suffering
has to be known. Those who do not understand
the Four Noble Truth, they remain in that bond of
birth and death. It should be broken. The Buddha
preached the Law of Causation better known as
Pratitya Samutpad (dependent origination).

The Buddha himself practiced it to find out
the truth of life,

Inthe Eight Fold Noble Path, he propounded
the concept of (Sheela, Samadhi and Prajna)
discipline, meditation and wisdom, According to
the tenets of Buddhism Nirvana (salvation) may
be attained in one's own life. Mahaparinirvana is
the complete extinction of life. Nirvana (Salvation)
has to be attained when one is alive. The Buddha
preached what he practiced. The Eight Fold Noble
Path have been termed as

'Sheela Marga' (The Path of virtuous conduct)
'Dhyana Maga' (The Path of concentrative
meditation)

'PrajnaMarga' (The Path of wisdom)

The other two paths are Bhakti Marga
(Path of devotion) and Buddhanusmriti Marga
(Path of remembering the Buddha i.e. in other
words adherence to the Buddha's way of life). It



is mentioned that Bhakti Marga is related with the
Buddha Pooja (worshiping the Buddha), Stupa Pooja
(worshipping Stupa) and Sutra Pooja (worshipping
the Buddhist texts). Worship in Theravadas consists
Chaitya Pooja. Buddhanusmriti Marga is solely
related with the complete reliance of the virtue
like compassion. The Bodhisattva like Amitabha
vowed that he would postpone his salvation
unless and until all the sentient beings are relieved
from sufferings. It is more related with Bodhisattva
path. Archaeologists mention that the Bodhisattva
icon of 1st century A.D. is discovered in Lumbini
excavation.

Earlier Activities in Lumbini:-

A cursory glance at the pilgrims visiting
Lumbini since the Buddha's time will reveal
the importance of this power shrine. Lumbini
is regarded as the Sacred Garden of Nepal. The
Buddha himself had paid visit to Lumbini after
attaining Enlightenment and suggested others to
follow his suit. Before the birth of the Buddha, it
was a pleasure garden and after his birth, it had
been taken as Sacred Garden. In the beginning, the
Buddha was respected as a teacher, the Enlightened
one possessing Dasha Bala (ten powers), People
worshipped Dhatus relics Saririka (corporal relics)
the remains of corpse after cremation, Uddesika
- memorial relics and Paribhogika which included
sacred holy tree or a shrine, or a garment or an
alms bowl etc used by the Buddha. In Lumbini after
the Mahaparinirvana of the Buddha the nativity tree
was worshipped. When the tree died another tree
was planted on the nativity spot where Mayadevi
gave birth to Siddhartha. After the death of the tree
a sculpture made of lapislazuli was placed.

Ashoka put a marker stone tocommemorate
the birth of the Buddha in Lumbini by erecting
temple. In his pilgrimage to Lumbini with his
preceptor Upa Gupta, Mauryan king Ashoka
also erected a commemorative Ashokan pillar in
between Mayadevi temple and Puskarimi bathing
tank. He distributed 10,000 golden coins to the
villagers in the Lumbinigram. This indicates that
Lumbini lies in Uttarapath, starting from Magadha
to Gandhara Lumbinigrama had already been
settled at the time of Ashoka. People had erected
votive Stupas around the nativity spot of Lord
Buddha. It is attested by the relies discovered over
there. A casket found in the pre-Mauryan structure
is preserved in Nepal National Museun Chhauni.
The casket was found in the excavation of Lumbini
carried out in 1976-77. People used to pay homage
to the nativity site in Lumbini during the life time
and after the demise of the Buddha. It is said that
when Ashoka paid visit to Lumbini, he is said
to have prostrated before the Lucky Tree. During
the Mauryan period and pre-Mauryan period
votive stupas and the Mayadevi temple of brick
structure were made. In the excavation of 1993-95
a marker stone commemorating the nativity spot
was discovered in the Garbla-griha of the temple of
Mayadevi. Several layers of the dilapidated temple
show different stages of temple construction one
upon the other using the same Garbhagriha, The
Mauryan level, Sunga level, Kushan level (1st
century B.C.) are there. Gupta level (9th century
A.D.) is marked by Saptaratha style temple, well
decorated.

Iconography:

It is mentioned that in the beginning of the
1st Century the Gandhara art introduced Buddhist
iconography. The terracotta icons discoursed in
Lumbini reveals an iconography of Bodhisattva.



It indicates that Bodhisattva cult of Mahayana
Buddhism was praticed in Lumbini aspiring
Buddhahood. It deals with the Buddha's boundless

compassion for bliss.

Mayadevi Scuplture -

It belonged to 3rd to 4th Century A.D. also
and it testifies the fact the Buddha and Mahamaya
were both venerated in Lumbini. With the
introduction of Mahayana Vajrayana Buddhism, it
is stated that the Buddha was glorified Sunyata. The
altruistic aspect of the religion was emphasized.
The spiritual Buddhas were accompanied by their
spouses as Prajna. A panel discovered in the ruins
of the temple of Mayadevi depicts a picture of
Yeshodhara in sleeping position and Sidhartha
giving affectionate look at her at the time of
Mahaparinirvana. This panal was discovered in the
archeological excavation in 1994 A.D. This shows
the importance of Prajna in the Buddha way of
life.

International Dimension of Buddhism :

The Buddha moved from country to
country and nation to nation in his life time to
propagate Dharma in the context of spreading
Buddhism. Ashoka sent missions to Syria, Egypt,
Greece and many other countries and created
an independent Dept. by appointing Dharma
Mahamatya. This motivated the missionaries
and pilgrims, teachers and artists, students and
social workers to travel thousands of mile. These
activities ensured to disseminate the sacred
literature, diffuse achievements and development
of art and architecture, and venerate sacred relies.
This tradition continued the visits of pilgrims to
Lumbini. They show these sticking features up to
the 12th and thel3th century. Lumbini remained as
holy garden of the visiting pilgrims. In the Gupta
period Lumbini had grand temple of Saptaratha
style with decorative bricks. The Gupta architecture
in the Mayadevi temple proves it. The visits of
Malla Kings of western Nepal and pilgrims from
Tibet are visible by the marks of the Ripu Malla on
the top of Ashokan pillar (1312 AD) . "Ripu Malla
Chiranjayetu, 1234." is incised on it.

Period of Obscurity:

With the advent of Muslims in India and
their ravage in Bodhgaya, Sarnath and Kushinagar,
Lumbini remained in obscurity. It was covered by
forest. About five centuries, Lumbini was in the
Dark Age.

From Darkness to Light:

The scholar like Sir William Jones and
other enthusiastic scholars in 1784 A.D. established
Asiatic Society in Calcutta to explore the rich cultural
heritage of Asia. James Prinsep deciphered the
earliest script of India. Sir Alexander Cunningham,
follower of James Prinsep made archaeological
survey of India. He wrote Ancient Geography of
India. He relocated the famous Buddhist sites like
Shravasti, Bodhgaya, Kushinagar. He wanted
to explore the Lumbini area also but it is stated
that the Rana Govt. at that time did not give him
permission. However General Khadga Shamsher
is credited for discovering the Ashokan pillars
in Lumbini. Gotihawa and Niglisagar pillars of
Kapilvastu districts of Nepal commemorate the
two other human Buddhas born in Nepal. In 1896



Dr. fuhrer discivered Asokan Pillar at Gotihawa in
Kapilvastu. The Koliyan Stupa of Ramagrama was
discovered by Dr. W. Hoeyin Parasi on the back of
river Jharahi.

Dr. A. Fuhrer explored the sites in 1895-96A.
D. This excited the then British Government in India
to commission Mr P.C. Mukherjee to explore the
archaeological sites in Lumbini and Kapilvstu in
Nepal. He confirmed Araurakot (near Niglisagar)
as the birthplace of Kanakmuni Buddha, Lumbini as
the natal site of Shakyamuni Buddha and Gotihawa
as the native town of Kanakmuni Buddha on the
basis of archaeological evidences. P.C.Mukherjee
published his monumental archaeological report
with structural plan of Lumbini. Not more
archaeological explorations have been done in
Lumbini. The archaeological explorations done in
the first half of the 20th century was not carried out
more scientifically.

Early Archaeological Operation in Lumbini:

Archaeologists describe the status of
Lumbini when Purna Chandra Mukherjee visited
the sites. In this context, archaeologist Rijal writes-
"On 11th March 1899 A.D. Mukharjee came to
Lumbini. He saw there two temple mound where
Mayadevi temple, Ashokan Pillar and many votive
structures scattered in ruins".”” General Kaishar
Shamsher carried out major works of archaeological
excavation from 1934-39A.D. He is said to have
exposed some structures in leveling method. He
made a high platform around Mayadevi temple
and enlarged Puskarini with successive terraces
and brick veneer.” In 1962 A.D. Mrs Debala Mitra,
an Indian archaeologist in collaboration with the
Department of Archaeology tried to excavate the
base of Ashokan pillar. She found it intact since
Mauryan period.

The Department of Archaeology of Nepal
conducted archaeological excavation in Lumbini
in (1970-71 AD). The excavation was carried out at
the site of "Lumbinigram" .The artifacts like NBP
wares were found in the lowest layer and red wares
in the upper stratums. For cultural sequence 10
successive layers were dug out. A trace of the mud
wall and a terracotta ring well were discovered in
the Lumbinigram. In the area of 16081 sq. yards
scattered structures were discovered. Since 1975

A.D. archaeological activities were carried out
with the aim of conserving the monuments rather
than exposing them. Votive Chaityas, Viharas made
in different periods (pre Maurya, Mauryan and
Kushan period and later periods) were conserved.
Terracotta human heads of Kushan period, early
Gupta period, terracotta Dharma Chakra, and
sculpture of Boddhisattva of Gupta period were also
discovered. In 1998 Dr. Hoey noticed the nativity
panel at Lumbini. He compared it with famous
nativity panel found in Lori Tangai in Pakistan.
It was made of dark gray slate in Gandhara style.
Dr. Hoey took the nativity panel of Lumbini as
the earliest known example of Buddha's birth
scene. Mr. R.C. Mukharjee had located the head of
Mayadevi sculpture in 1899 during his excavation
at Lumbini. The lower part of the panel depicting
the pair of Brahma and Mayadevi was discovered
by Tarananda Mishra when he made excavation in
Lumbini in the seventies of the 20th century. The
other segments of the panel were not found at that
time as it had remained scattered. In 1985 central
chemical conservation Lab of Patan under DOA had
carried out chemical treatment and preservation
works of the panal. In 1992-95 the Mayadevi temple
excavation was carried out upto virgin soil level
under the guidance of International Experts. The
marker stone was found in the Garbhagriha of the
temple. The Mayadevi temple was restored by LDT.
The Mayadevi Temple, Ashokan Pillar, the Nativity
Spot are the attractions of Lumbini which glorify
the grandeur of Lumbini as a spot of spiritual
contentment and celestial happiness. This is the
valuable cultural property of not only Nepal but
also of the whole world.

Lumbini inscribed in
the World Heritage List:~

The archaeological remains of Lumbini
including Mayadevi Temple, Ashokan Pillar,
Puskarini, the holy tank, Viharas, votive Chaitya
constructed in different periods inside circular
levee are inscribed in the World Heritage List in
1997 A.D. So these are the cultural properties of all
the humanity which will remain as the stimulating
factors in the context of realizing the vision of global
village with permanent world peace.



UN Committee on Lumbini -

Ashoka's pilgrimage to Lumbini was marked
by Ashokan pillar which categorically mentions
"Hida Buddha jate" (here the Buddha was born)
Bhagavat (Lord) the fountain head of all Dharma
was born. To promote international pilgrimage
U Thant created a project for development of
Lumbini. Professor Kenzo Tange of Japan was
assigned the task of designing a Master Plan for the
development of Lumbini. In 1978 the Master Plan
was approved. In 1985 the Lumbini Development
Trust was entrusted to implement the Master Plan.

The Master Plan:-

The Master Plan of Lumbini Development
Trust envisages a) the sacred garden zone b) the
monastic zone and c¢) the new Lumbini village
zone. The sacred garden zone is included in
world Heritage List. The monastic zone includes
monasteries of different countries like Nepal,
China, India, Japan, Korea, Thailand, Vietnam
Srilanka, France and Germany etc. These countries
have made their own monasteries, exhibiting their
culture in their own way. It may be taken as mini
Buddhist world. The new Lumbini village serves
as service zone. The Lumbini complex as a whole
will certainly foster a sense of Buddha way of life
for attaining Buddhaood and a sense of community
of nations based on Dharma propounded by
Shakyamuni Buddha for eternal peace and welfare
of all human beings. The traits like love, compassion,
patience, truth, goodwill, courage, equanimity will
be the guiding rules of Buddha Shasana. By the peace
mission of the Buddha conflicts, strife, violence,
horror and terror will disappear in every part of
the globe.

Lumbini Bauddha University: ;

Lumbini Bauddha University (LBU) was
established in Lumbini on 29th November 2004.
LBU central campus is located in the new Lumbini
village in Tenuhawa V.D.C ward no 8 to the east
of the office Lumbini Development Turst. Lumbini
Bauddha Univrsity will be developed as a centre
of interaction between the eminent scholars of
the world. It will propagate the teachings of Lord
Buddha for world peace Lumbini will developed as
the Fountain of World Peace and work as Research
Centre of Buddhism.

Conclusion:

Buddha Jayanti is celebrated in 193
countries of world today. This shows the universal
nature of this religion, philosophy, culture and the
Buddha way of life.

Let every body nourish Bodhicitta and
develop enlightened attitude of the Buddha,
Lumbini is the cultural property of humanity dating
back to the 6th century B.C. It has to be preserved
and conserved as our common cultural asset.
Its environment should be maintained without
any pollution. On the way to Lumbini several
industries which pollute atmosphere have come up.
They have to be relocated to other places. In this
context Sangachhe's opinion will be more relevant
to be quoted. In conclusion of his thesis he writes
- "Preservation and conservation of the cultural
property should be done in such a way that the
environment and satisfactory living conditions of
the people are assured and that the historic sites
and monuments will be developed to the benefit of
the local population as well as encourage tourism
in Nepal".” LBU aims at preserving the cultural
heritage of Lumbini and will explore the ancient
Lumbinigram and create an atmosphere for
developing Lumbini as Interaction Centre of the
Buddhist Intellectuals of the world.

Courtesy, All Photos are by Sanu Raja Shakya DOA.

(Footnotes)

1 Min Bahadur Shakya, "Lumbini as a Holy Pilgrimage
Site” Kathmandu; Souvenir, 2063 A.D. p. 83, cf.
Mahaparinibana Sutta, p.227. Ten Suttas from Digha
Nikaya, Central Institute of Higher Studies, Sarnath,
Varanasi, 1987; The Buddha told to Ananda that there
are four places which should be (visited and) seen by
a person of devotion which would cause awareness and
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DEVELOPMENT OF
CULTURAL HERITAGE CONSERVATION

IN NEPAL

Introduction

Culture is a way of life and living
together. It is “ paradigm of dominant beliefs,
values, traditions, common sense knowledge and
prescriptions (norms and sanctions) that guide
and legitimate decision choices, social practices
and human interaction.” Cultural heritage is “the
tangible manifestation of a society’s patrimony.”
They are handed down to us by our fore fathers in
the form of buildings, (Prof. Tiwari, 2008) which
are known as Built or Architectural Heritage.

Defining the heritage has been changing
according to the time, situation and context. The
definition of UNESCOismorereliableand accepted
by the people anywhere in the world among all.
The Convetion Concerning the Protection of the
Cultural and Natural Heritage, which is known
as World Heritage Convention 1972 defines the
heritage as following in its article 1:

Monuments:

Architectural work, work of monumental
sculpture and painting including cave dwellings
and inscription and elements, groups of elements
or structures of special value from the point of
view of archaeology, history, art or science;

Groups of Buildings:

Groups of separate or connected buildings
which, because of their place in the landscape, are
of special value from the point of view of history,
art and science;
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Sites:

Topographical the combined
works of man nature, which are of special value
by reason of their beauty or their interest from
the archaeological, historical, ethnological or
anthropological points of view.

In this way, World Heritage Convention,
1972 also includes the monuments, groups of
buildings and sites, whatever are of nature or
made by man or mixture of the both; which are
genuine masterpiece and of universal value from
the point of view of history, art or science.

areas,

Development of Heritage
Conservation

In the context of Nepal, development of
heritage conservation is to be studied according
to the different stages or periods of the history
of Nepal. So, the development of heritage
conservation can be studied as following;:

Before Lichchavis (2nd century BC -
2nd century AD)

Antiquity of Nepalese evidential history
of heritage conservation is found far away from
the evidential history of Nepal. Although there is
a lack of evidences to prove the different periods
of history of Nepal before Lichchavis; we have an
evidence on the heritage conservation far beyond
that King Ashok visited Lumbini, the birthplace
of Lord Buddha; in his 29" years of coronation in
250 BC and he renovated the deteriorated stupa of
Kanakmuni Buddha making it double in size and
put an inscription on it as well.



Although we do not have any other
evidence on the conservation, but the inscription
proves that there was a tradition of heritage
conservation in Nepal in 250 BC which is still
continuing in the society.

Lichchavi Period

The evidential history of Nepal begins
from the Lichchavi period that this period is
important not only for this, but it is also very
important period for the development of art,
architecture and heritage conservation as well. The
evidences from the beginning of Lichchavi period
are not available enough, but whatever available,
it proves that work or art of heritage conservation
was the continuation since the time immemorable
in Lichchavi period.

The inscription on stone JALADRONI of 508
(Bajracharya, 2053 BS.) mentions that the King
Basantadev had provided land for reconstruction
of its broken portion. The whole taxes (revenues)
from a village was provided for the regular
management of a permanent trust for the
conservation of Pashupatinath is mentioned on
another inscription of King Narendra Dev of 640
(Bajracharya, 2053 BS.).

The important monuments or heritages

were managed / conserved by the order of King
(RAJAGYA) and that were also managed by the
government offices or officials at that time.
In the same way, another inscription of King
Narendra Dev of 658 mentions clearly about the
different words in the context of conservation
or renovation, i.e. UPALEPANA, SAMARAJYA,
PRATISANSKARA. UPALEPANA is used for
the regular cleaning - cleaning by clay with
water, SAMARA]JYA for the small maintenance or
repairing of a small portion or for the renovation
and PRATISANSKARA for reconstruction.

In this way, if we tried to analyze the
inner meaning of the inscription, we can find that
some of the principles on monument or heritage
conservation were already existed in the time of
KingNarendra Dev, whichhave been practicing yet
as traditional conservation methods or techniques
in our society. It can be understood through the
inscription that there was already existing some
principles on restoration / conservation and
regular maintenance (for the long term durability)
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was done, small restoration/conservation were
also done in the original shape, style and design
during that maintenance work and restored
in their original style, design which was in the
worst condition or deteriorated or going to be
collapsed.

An inscription of Shiva Dev in 671, which
mentions that the trust (GUTHI) was established
donating some of land for the regular conservation
of Buddhist monastery. In the same way,
inscription of Jaya Dev in 715 and 729 mention
the context of the conservation of balcony and
paintings in Kailashkuta Bhavana.

In this way, the study of those inscriptions
from Lichchhavis shows that there were trusts
established for the conservation of heritage, which
was known as GOSTHI (Bajracharya, 2053). The
regular cleanings, maintenance, construction,
reconstruction and conservation of different
architectural monuments are mentioned on these
inscriptions. It can be said that the well maintained
heritage conservation system was the continuation
from the ancient time and some principles were
introduced or developed for heritage conservation
in this period. The state or government; especially
the king or royal families developed this system
taking full responsibility for doing that.

Medieval (Malla) Period

There is a gap between Lichchhavi and
Malla period in the history of Nepal that due to lack
of any historical evidential facts, the period after
Lichchhabvi and before Malla is known as DARK
AGE. Although there is lack of evidences of this
period, the continuation and the intact style and
design of Lichchhavi monuments till today prove
that the conservation work of cultural heritage
was continued in the Dark Age too. It cannot
be said that the well developed system in Malla
period was not continuation and advancement of
previous; we do not have any evidence against it.
It is clearly mentioned in the inscriptions of Malla
period that heritage conservation was managed
by state or government and king or royal families.
Beside this, the genral people also established some
trusts for long term continuation for conservation
and management of monuments by their religious
and socio-cultural beliefs. Inscription of 1149
mentions that it was provided the fund for



renovation of rest house (PATI) in the corner of
road. Another inscription of 1654 mentions about
the replacement of wooden pillars in its original
style and design instead of stone pillars during the
renovation of a temple.

These principles are as the examples of
continuation of the Lichchhavi system in the
context of cultural heritage conservation.

An inscription of 1634 has mentioned
about the constitution/legislation for restoration.
It is to be understood that the state introduced
the principles and methods of conservationon,
practical procedure and legislation as well in
written form at that time.

In this way, state, the king and royal
families managed for the heritage conservation in
the medieval period. The principles and legislation
were also introduced at that time. Similarly, by the
socio-cultural structure and their belief, general
people or the community /society also established
the trusts for longer managementand conservation
of heritage that was the tradition of the society,
which is still continued in Newar community.

Shah Period:

According to the period divided in political
history of Nepal, period after the unification of
Kathmandu valley into Greater Nepal by Prithvi
Narayan Shah in 1768 (1825 BS) and before the
Democratic revolution in 1951 (including the
Rana Regime for 107 years) is known as the Shah
period.

Although there were not any significant or
special activities / event due to different reasons
in this period, the authentic institution for the
heritage management had started by the state or
government and the scientific study on heritage
was also started in this period. It was felt that a
responsible government authority or institution
had to be established for the conservation and
management of the scattered monuments and
heritage all over Nepal at that time and King
Rana Bahadur Shah had established an office
naming CHHAIVADEL ADDA in 1741 (1798 BS).
Conservation and management of monuments all
over Nepal from the government side was main
responsibility of this office.

Major Jaskaran found Ashokan Pillar in
Lumbini in 1893 and Dr. Fuhrer explored another
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Ashokan Pillar in Niglihawa in 1885 where he
excavated later in 1896.

According to the statistical data 56
monuments in Kathmandu, 259 in Lalitpur and
177 in Bhaktapur were collapsed/demolished by
the great Earthquake in 1934 in Nepal (Shrestha
2058). It is mentioned that the monuments were
restored by doing three roofs into one, one roof
into dome; anyhow they did as possible at that
time (Bramha Shamsher, 1992).

In this way, although there was not any
special event, a government authorized office was
established for the conservation and management
of heritage and it was the time from when
research and studies on heritage was started by
the foreign scholars in a scientific way. So that,
this period is also very significant in the history
of development of cultural heritage conservation
and management.

Modern Period

After the Democratic revolution and end of
Rana regime in 1951 (2007 BS) upto now is known
as Modern period in Nepalese political history
that it is tried to study in the same time frame for
the conservation and management too. That's the
reason why, almost all of the activities / events
has done in this period. After the Democratic
revolution of 1950 sensetization campaign has
started for conservation, management and history
of cultural heritage in Nepal.

The Department of Archaeology (DoA)
established in 1952 and the Director General
appealed to Nepalese people for preserving, safe
guardingarcheological properties by deterioration.
Then Ancient Monument Preservation Act 1956
(AMPA) adopted by Nepal government for the
conservation and management of archaeological
sites/remains and monuments of Nepal. After the
execution of AMPA, DoA established itself as a
sole authority and major responsible organization
of Government of Nepal on cultural heritage
preservation and conservation that has been still
continuing. DoA has been working on exploration,
excavation, management and conservation of
archaeological sites and monuments as well.

In the same way, Department of Culture
was also established in 1959 and National Museum
in 1962.



AMPA was amended in 1963, which
included the local authorities as responsible
and involving organization on the heritage
conservation and management.

The exploration, research or study and
excavation were done on the scattered cultural
heritage all over Nepal by the foreign scholars and
DoA as well in this period. It was the important
event that National Wood Art Museum established
in 1967 (2024 BS). Inventory on Conservation
and Safe guarding the Physical Environment
and Cultural Heritage of Kathmandu Valley
was prepared and published in cooperation with
UNESCO in 1975 (2032 BS) which included the
heritage of Kathmandu, Lalitpur and Bhaktapur.
Town Developmet Committee was established for
the preservation of social, religious, cultural and
natural environment of Kathmandu valley in 1976
(2033 BS). AMPA was amended again and Ancient
Monument Preservation Regulation had adopted
by government in 1989 (2046 BS) that made very
strong and powerful to legislation on preservation,
conservation and management of heritage.

Beside these, Kathmandu Valley was
inscribed in the list of UNESCO's World Heritage
Site in 1979, the site consists seven monument
zones of Kathamandu valley. They are: three
Malla palaces (Hanumandhoka Durbar, Patan
Durbar and 55 Windows Purbar), Swayambhu
Stupa, Baudha Stupa, Pashupatinath Temple
and Changunarayan Temple and these sites has
declared the Protected Monument Zones (PMZs)
by government of Nepal according to its legislation
for better preservation and management. The
concept of Master Plans were developed, prepared
and executed to protect and manage the sites.

Lumbini, the birthplace of Lord Buddha,
was also inscribed in the list of World Heritage
Sites in 1997 and other six sites were listed in
Tentative List of UNESCO's World Heritage Sites
simultaneously, in which more nine sites has
included later in 2008 that there are 15 heritage
sites in Tentative List.

Regarding to the conservation and
management of cultural heritage of Nepal,
government declared some other heritage sites
as PMZ in different times, which are Panuti,
Dakshinkali and Gorkha Durbar Protected
Monument Zone. There are bylaws for better
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preservation and management of PMZs. DoA
is still working on the preparation of Invetories
identifying the scattered heritage sites, monuments
and archaeological sites of Nepal since last three
years.

In this way, different legislations (acts,
rules and regulations) and policies are adopted,
many governmental and non-governmental
organizations, museums has established in this
period especially after 1989 revolution.

Conclusion

There are innumerable efforts since the
time unknown to preserve the precious and
outstanding cultural heritages in their intact style,
form and design which to be handed over to next
generation.

We have the history of conservation
since when Emperor Ashok reconstructed the
deteriorated stupa of Kanakmuni Buddha in its
original style but double in size in 3*¢ century BC.
Since written history of Nepal begun, it was clearly
mentioned on inscription about the conservation
and management of monuments and other
heritage in the entire period.

Someofthe principlesonconservationwere
clearly mentioned on inscription of Lichchhavi
period. So that activities on heritage conservation
and management might be done before Lichchhavi
period and it was the continuation; but there is not
availability of any evidence on it. Inscriptions of
Malla period proves that it was also continued
upto the Malla period by inheritance. Some more
principleswereintroduced and conservationworks
were done according to the socio-cultural context.
The king, royal families and state were the main
sources and manager of heritage conservation at
that time as mentioned in the inscription. Beside
this, the general people also contributed to the
heritage conservation due to their religious
beliefs and social- cultural norms and values.
Especially they established GUTHI (trust) for
the autonomous long lasting management of
the entire monument. In Kathmandu valley,
there do still exist some of GUTHIs in Newar
community which is the continuation of the
same tradition. They have their own tradition
on conservation and special fuctions or festivals
on it.



There was the continuation of Malla
tradition in Shah period. The special character in
this period was the stablishment of governmental
office for the conservation of monument within
the legal framework of the state.

In the same way, establishing different
organizations with certain legal system the
conservation and management of heritage is still
continuing and it is ongoing that the Deparment
of Archaeology is the major government authority
for the conservation and management of cultural
heritage by legal system of Nepal. So, DoA is
also playing a key role for entire responsibility
in the national and international arena since its
establishment.
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"The Custom of several brothers making one woman
their common wife, to keep the ancestral propery entire and
undivided, is said fo have had its origin in Khams, where it is at
this day extensively practised. The Tibetans of U and Tsang have
borrowed it from their cousins of Khams, but it is not universal
wiith them. The wife is claimed by the younger brothers as their
wife only so long as they continue lfo live with the eldest one.
When they separate from their eldest brother, they cannot ask
him to pay compensation for their share in the wife, and she
remains the lawful wife of the eldest brother, It is not unusual for
a father or uncle to five with his son's or nephew's wife, and even
in high life a father makes himself a partner in the marital rights
over his son's wife.”

- Sarat Chandra Das, Lhasa and Central Tibet,
Mehra Offset Press, Delhi, 1988 AD
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