
    
Press Release – Recent season of Archaeological explorations at Ramagrama and Tilaurakot-
Kapilavastu concludes 

 

27th November 2019 

The Department of Archaeology (Government of Nepal), the Lumbini Development Trust, and 
Durham University’s UNESCO Chair on Archaeological Ethics and Practice in Cultural Heritage have 
concluded a season of collaborative field activities at Ramagrama and Tilaurakot-Kapilavastu, both 
on the Government of Nepal’s list of Tentative UNESCO World Heritage Sites. 

The fieldwork at Ramagrama was sponsored by the Oriental Cultural Heritage Sites Protection 
Alliance, with the support of UNESCO Kathmandu, has made new archaeological discoveries within 
the vicinity of this internationally significant pilgrimage site, believed to be the only original 
unopened stupa to house the Gautama Buddha’s relics. While earlier investigations identified a large 
monastic complex and brick-edged tank close to the stupa, our new geophysical survey, fieldwalking 
and auger core surveys have identified additional traces of heritage below the ground. These include 
the presence of brick structures across the old river loop to south, monuments which require further 
investigation and protection from unchecked and rapid development close to the site.    

The team of national and international experts are guiding the site’s expanded protection by 
updating their provisional an Archaeological Risk Map for Ramagrama.  This will identify areas where 
there is minimal risk to archaeological heritage and those areas that are most threatened by 
potential development. The Archaeological Risk Map well help to assist site managers, planners and 
government authorities to protect the site’s vulnerable heritage, whilst also allowing for sustainable 
development that is of benefit to local communities in the present and the future. 

In addition to these activities, and through the generous personal support of Dr Tokushin Kasai, the 
team have also undertaken investigations at Tilaurakot-Kapilavastu’s Eastern Stupa, which 
traditionally is associated with the Buddha’s horse Kanthaka. During the November season, the team 
continued to investigate how the stupa was constructed as well as evaluate the impact of earlier 
antiquarian interventions in the nineteenth century.  

Our excavations at the stupa indicated that it comprises a series concentric rings of brick, with 
rammed brick infills between these rings. A compact lime-cement was laid on the lowest, outermost 
ring. The team also identified an old trench cut on the stupa’s south-west slope, as well as damage 
to the monument caused by tree roots and animal burrows. The information gained through these 
investigations will help develop a strategy for the future conservation and presentation of the 
monument for visitors to the site.   

The team will return to Tilaurakot-Kapilavastu in January 2020, to continue archaeological 
investigations at the Eastern Stupa, and other monuments, with financial support from the 
Japanese-Funds-in-Trust-for-UNESCO.  



 

Augering at Ramagrama (Durham UNESCO Chair) 

 

 

Geophysical survey to the south of the dried-up river at Ramagrama (Durham UNESCO Chair) 



 

 

Excavations at the Eastern Stupa of Tilaurakot-Kapilavastu (Durham UNESCO Chair) 
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!! d+l;/ @)&^ 
@& gf]e]Da/ @)!( 
 
g]kfn ;/sf/n] ljZj;Dkbfsf] ;+efljt ;"lrdf /fv]sf] /fdu|fd / ltnf}/fsf]6 slknj:t'df 
g]kfn ;/sf/ k'/ftTj ljefu n'lDjgL ljsf; sf]if, b'/xfd ljZjljBfnosf ;f+:s[lts ;Dkbf 
;DjlGw k'/ftflTjs cfrf/0f / cEof;sf cWoIf / /fli6«o lj1x?sf] ;+o'Qm 6f]nLåf/f ul/Psf] 
If]qut cg';Gwfg sfo{ ;DkGg ePsf] 5 .  
 
k"lj{o ;f+:s[lts ;Dkbf :yn ;+/If0f ;d"xsf] k|of]hgdf o'g]:sf] sf7df8f}+sf] ;xof]uaf6 
/fdu|fd  If]qdf ePsf] If]qut cWoogaf6 uf}td a'4sf] c:t' /x]sf] / xfn;Dd klg 
gvf]lnPsf] ljZjf; ul/g] cGt/fli6«o :t/df dxTjk"0f{ lty{:ynsf] jl/kl/sf] If]qdf gofF 
;"rgfx? k|fKt ePsf 5g\ .  
 
klxn]sf] cg';Gwfgaf6 :t"ksf] glhs} 7"nf] ljxf/ kl/;/ / O6fx?sf] l8n ePsf] kf]v/L 
e]l6Psf] lyof] eg] xfn} ul/Psf] e"–ef}lts ;e{]If0f, If]qut cGj]if0f / cu/ ;e{]If0faf6 
hldgsf] ;txd"lg yk ;Dkbfx? klxrfg ul/Psf 5g\ . o; cGtu{t blIf0ftkm{ vf]nf jUg] 
k'/fgf] efusf] kf/L O6fsf] ;+/rgf /x]sf] hfgsf/L k|fKt ePsf] 5 . k'/ftflTjs :ynsf] glhs} 
e}/x]sf] j]/f]s b|'t ljsf;sf] sf/0fn] :df/sx?sf] yk cg';Gwfg / ;+/If0f h?/L b]lvPsf] 5 . 
 
/fli6«o tyf cGt/fli6«o lj1x?sf] 6f]nLn] /fdu|fdsf] lj:tfl/t :ynsf] ;+/If0fsf nflu 
k'/ftflTjs hf]lvd gS;fnfO{ cBfjlw ug{sf] nflu dfu{bz{g ul//x]sf 5g\ . o;n] s'g 7fpFdf 
/x]sf k'/ftflTjs ;Dkbfx? sd hf]lvddf 5g\ / s'g 7fpFsf ;Dkbfx? ljsf;af6 hf]lvddf 
5g\ elg klxrfg ug{]5 .  k'/ftflTjs hf]lvd gS;fn] Joj:yfks, of]hgfsf/ / ;/sf/L 
clwsf/Lx?nfO{ sdhf]/ /x]sf k'/ftflTjs ;Dkbfx?sf] ;+/If0f ug{ ;xof]u ug{] / bL3{sflng 
ljsf;nfO{ :jLsf/ u/L :yfgLo ;d"bfox?nfO{] jt{dfg / eljiodf ;d]t kmfObf ug{] 5 .  
oL ultljlw jfx]s 8f= tf]lsl;g sf;fOsf] JolQmut ;xof]udf k/Dk/fut ?kdf a'4sf] 3f]8f 
sGyg;Fu ;DjlGwt dflgg] ltnf}/fsf]6 slknj:t'sf] k"jL{ :t"kdf 6f]nLn] cg';Gwfg u/]sf] 
lyof] . gf]e]Da/ dlxgfdf ul/Psf] cg';+Gwfgdf 6f]nLn] :t"k s;/L lgdf{0f ePsf] lyof] elg 
cg';Gwfg ug'{sf ;fy;fy} !(cf}+ ztfAbLdf k'/ftflTjs j:t' vf]hstf{n] :t"kdf u/]sf] 
x:tIf]ksf] ;d]t d'NofÍg u/]sf] lyof] .  
:t"kdf ul/Psf] pTvgg\n] ;+s]lGb|t uf]nfsf/ O6fsf] 3]/fx? / o;sf] aLrdf s'FlbPsf O6fsf 
6'qmfx? /flvPsf] ;+s]t k|fKt ePsf] lyof] . :t"ksf] jflx/L 3]/fsf] tNnf] efudf r'gf 
ljR5fO{Psf] lyof] . 6f]nLn] :t"ksf] blIf0f–klZrd le/fnf] efudf k'/fgf] pTvgg\ vf8n 



klxrfg ug'{sf ;fy;fy} ?vsf] h/f / kz'x?n] agfPsf] vf8nx?af6 ePsf] Iflt ;d]tsf] 
hfgsf/L k|fKt u/]sf] lyof] . of] cg';Gwfgdf k|fKt ul/Psf ;"rgfx?n] eljiodf o; If]qdf 
cfpg] cjnf]sgstf{x?sf nflu :df/ssf] ;+/If0f / k|:t'ltsf nflu of]hgf agfpg ;xof]u 
k'¥ofpg] 5 . 
 
of] 6f]nL ;g\ @)@) sf] hgj/Ldf o'g]:sf]sf] nflu hfklgh km08 P08 6«i6sf] cfly{s 
;xof]udf k"jL{ :t"k / cGo :df/sx?sf] lg/Gt/ ?kdf k'/ftflTjs  cg';Gwfg ug{sf nflu 
k'g cfpg] 5 . 
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