ANCIENT NEPAL

T&AT 9T9-923
TR 0%%-9AF 2090

Number 182-183
February-May 2013

HqHMSEH: HISH
T 9HIe
AY ARV JETH

gl AES qad
TH qBIG FHax

Editorial Board
Chief Editor
Bhesh Narayan Dahal
Editor
Dr. Bharat Raj Rawat
Ram Bahadur Kunwar
Shyam Sunder Rajbamshi



ferer-3g=t

Contents

3id5h |os

English Section

Ancient Nepali Arms and Weapons A Brief Appraisal

- Dr. Hari Shrestha .. 1-6
Lumbini: The Abode of Peace and Nirvana
- Dr. Shaphalya Amatya ... 7-11
Prehistoric Study of Dang Area and Recently Discovered Artifacts
- Dr. Shiv Kumar Subedi ... 12-15
aarcll ¥os

Nepali Section

& ATTH THE YIS HHTU SHGEITITH Hisl a1 Gl dreH

- ©1 GHYEIE Glager. 26-28
S Yeean fram/ee el
- QTSI 449GV ). 22-3t

TS G AT IO ARgee, e SiuiigR T st afrsaes
[ it 991 wE

- G 3 32-93
w

- gfvrg o Yy-ye
gHfaa= U A

- ¥ Ge¥ Ioad. Y2-44
3. R0§¢/8R T QU fawrmame e Sramremes

- Q¥ G¥T 5T

- @flar =i, Y0-83

JYFH= STFARIGL AV THID! ATS- Wi Il et gt £4-T&



Ancient Nepali Arms and Weapons
A Brief Appraisal

Background

The first pieces of superior and advanced
technology that men had invented in the prehistoric
times were the stone tools. Sometime about two
million years ago men had first fashioned such
stone tools. Stone tools made men physically strong
to overcome all the challenges, which were almost
impossible to accomplish through empty hands
(Nesturk, 1967: 54). The decisive factor for the
qualitative evolution of man was the skill of making
stone tools that made him distinctly powerful from
that of other animal species. Stone tools were the
only reliable means to cope with the needs of food
and also for self defense and offence. In due course of
time, greater varieties of tools of different shape, size
and types were developed. Interesting is the fact that
some kind of advanced hand axes are still prevalent
in different parts of the globe including Nepal as a
reminiscent of the prehistoric “hand axes.”

As time passed on, human society witnessed
different set of dangers and challenges. Weapons then
became very essential not only for the hunting-and-
gathering purposes but also for warfare and fighting.
Apart from this, weapons were most remarkably
effective for the preservation of law and order, for
the committing of crimes and for border security.
Weapons always played a decisive role in molding
and changing the course of history. They destroyed
the civilizations and created new ones. This resulted
into the continuity of weapons production.

Sumerians were the first people on record
to have used copper weapons around 5000 BC. After
that, gradually the stone tools were replaced by the
copper tools. The copper could be sharpened easily,
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though they were not able to hold their edge for a
longer time. With the innovation of iron, different
varieties of more superior weapons came into
existence. Since then, the people with the knowledge
of making superior weapons of iron appeared to be
the sole conqueror everywhere in the world. The
warfare became common to acquire fresh territories
fortheincreased population and multifarious kinds of
weapons were added in the arsenals. The emergence
of nation states further created the distrust, rivalry
and hostility among themselves that had given rise
of more versatile and deadlier weapons to cope with
the new challenges. Then the guns, rifles, cannons,
warships, fighter planes, missiles, atomic and the
chemical weapons were appeared in the military
arsenal. The race to acquire advanced weapons is
still continued with no ending point.

Nepali Context

In Nepal, the prehistoric men had first
fashioned the stone tools. The early people of Nepal
may have developed the stone hand axes, spears and
clubs hafted in wooden handle. Later, the bows and
arrows appeared to be in many ways superior to
stone tools, and more versatile for hunting. The early
warriors also employed slings and javelin as ranged
weapons. This practice further led the Nepali people
to have the knowledge of making copper, bronze,
iron and steel weapons.

From the very ancient time, Nepal witnessed
the rise and fall of different dynasties. With the
emergence of state machinery, military power gained
importance as an essential part of the administration.
During Lichhavi period, the revolt of local feudatories



was suppressed by large scale military campaign.
The army chief called mahavaladhakshya was so
powerful since they were the highest paid officials
of the Lichhavi administration (Vajracharya, 2030:
304). There are many instances of the rise and fall of
various ruling families because of internal conflicts.
The military strength was decisive at the time of war
and contlicts. Butno detailed information is available
about the nature of arms and weapons used in the
Lichhavi period. Some Lichhavi inscriptions have
so far given description of some metal implements
like sickles, katari, axes, swords, javelin, bows and
arrows which are believed to be used during the
war (Ibid: 462). Due to lack of physical evidences of
the Lichhavi weapons at our disposal, nothing could
be known in detail about the function and nature of
weapons of those days.

When we try to study the history of Nepali
weapons, more or less we have to rely on the
weapons preserved and displayed in the National
Museum of Nepal. Initiated as an arsenal museum,
the National Museum has a good collection of
the ancient arms and weapons that holds greater
significance as valuable sources for the study of
weapon’s technology developed in Nepal. With
careful study and observation of all these weapons,
one can explore interesting facets of Nepali arms
and weapons once used by then kings and nobles
to capture power and polity in different phases of
Nepal's history.

Warfare Training

During medieval period, when Nepal was
divided into many tiny states, the war and infighting
was the rule of the day. The main weapons used in
the war were the spears, javelin, khunda, khukuri,
shield and swords. The umarao, an administrative
authority of the village, was assigned to prepare the
warriors and supply them at times of war. No facility
of barrack training was available in those days.
The people who were allowed to take part in the
warfare had the opportunity of learning the fighting
technique at home through their elder members of
the family (Gurung, 2057: 56). The male members
of the family were allowed to handle the weapons
according to their age. The junior chap was assigned
for a kind of big sickle called anshi, the young one

used a large pruning knife khurpa and khukuri and
the adolescent entertained the swords, khunda in
Nepali. The junior member used to cut the cocks and
hens, the young boy had to cut the goats and baby
buffalos and the adolescent had the opportunity to
chop the big male buffalos (Ibid).

During dasain, a widely popular Nepali
festival, these people took part in a war-dance called
saraya showing the attacking skill of weapons in
offence and defense. On the 9* day of dasain, these
people had to take part in chopping the goats and
male buffalos in the kof, a sacrificial site situated
in a fortified hill top. The man who could succeed
to slaughter the satar buffalo (a big buffalo having
a neck equal to the length of 22 thumbs) in a single
stroke he was announced as a perfect warrior, jodha
in Nepali. The umarao then offered him a distinct
head dress called pagari and authorized him with
sirapay, an honor to a soldier. This kind of skilled
warriors should take part in the war and were bound
to stay in a ‘ready position’ at times of need (Ibid).

In the Nepal valley, the warfare drill was
carried on in the strategic location called kwath or
killa (fort). Tundikhel was also developed for military
exercises particularly for the archery training. The
Nepali word “tundi” refers to bow and arrows and
“khel” means a flat land area. This way tundikhel
was named after the flat ground where the archery
training was done. These types of tundikhels can
be seen even today in the hills of Nepal, where the
warfare training was done during medieval period
(Vaidya, 2049: 37).

The constant war of the medieval period led
to the emergence of many warriors including kings
and nobles with attacking skill of various weapons.
In some inscriptions, the kings are addressed as
“shastrashastra parangata” that means a perfect man
in warfare. There are many references about the war
led by the king himself since they were well-trained
in the medieval warfare. Even the queens took part
in the warfare; Debal Devi was a best example who
led the army to suppress the rebels of the time.

Kinds of Weapons

Basically, there were two types of weapons
used in the ancient times; the weapons of offence
and defense. The swords, combat knife, spears, axes,






