ANCIENT NEPAL

w&=qT 999 Number 177
HA R0%5 July 2011
HqEE HUEA Editorial Board
qUTa 912 & Chief Editor
Wﬁr Fraf Bishnu Raj Karki
Editor
‘ J Uddhav Acharya

Shyam Sunder Rajbamshi



e

Contents

3idsh wos

English Section

A Pilot Geophysical Evaluation of the Site of
Tilaurakot, Nepal
Schmidt, A., Coningham, R.A.E., Strickland, K.M., & Davis, C.E.

A Pilot Geophysical Evaluation of the Site of
Ramagrama, Nepal

e 1-16

Schmidt, A., Coningham, R.A.E., Strickland, K.M. & Shoebridge, J. E......... 17-33

ouicll JWos
Nepali Section

e R HETet IR, ATHT-RT-ETE WREAOT ¥ Hawee: ¢ St R

gHfier arEr (f5eR)

R fevmrar aifafafr sma. oge/g
PTG o), \fdar =

3¥-43

¥y-o



A Pilot Geophysical Evaluation of the Site of
Tilaurakot, Nepal

Schmidt, A., Coningham, R.A.E., Strickland, K.M., & Davis, C.E.

Abstract

In July and August 1997, and again in July
and August 1999, a team of archaeologists and
archaeological scientists from the UK were invited to
carry out a pilot geophysical evaluation of the site
of Tilaurakot in collaboration with a team from the
Lumbini Development Trust and the Department of
Archaeology, Government of Nepal. The site was
selected for study on account of its strong textual
and archaeological links with Lumbini and funded
by UNESCO’s World Heritage Centre in order to
support the preparation of a nomination for the site
as part of a serial nomination of World Heritage
Sites associated with the life of the Lord Buddha.
The evaluation successfully identified a number of
probable archaeological features within the city site
for future investigation.

1. Introduction

The site of Tilaurakot is located three
kilometres north of the town of Taulihawa on the
eastern bank of the river Banganga sand the site
consists of a fortified 'citadel' of approximately 500
metres by 400 metres and is surrounded by a series
of associated monuments. Tilaurakot was first noted
as a place of archaeological interest during the 1896
tour of Dr A. Fuhrer, Archaeological Surveyor for
the North-Western Provinces of Oudh, during which
he stated that there were a number of important
Buddhist remains in its vicinity (Fuhrer 1897: 22).
In 1899 the ruins at Tilaurakot were investigated,
surveyed and excavated by P.C. Mukherji, also of
the Archaeological survey of India (Mukheji 1901)
and he recognized the wooded mound as the site
of a rectangular fort protected by a wall and ditch,
the latter being double on the south-eastern edges
of the fort. He cut sections through the fortification
wall finding it to be twelve feet wide and cleared the

eastern gateway, exposing a number of guardrooms
(ibid.: 19). He also noted the provision of a large
tank within the north-eastern corner of the site and a
smaller one to its south-east. During these clearings
he exposed a number of cardinally-oriented brick-
built structures close to the surface within the interior
of the fort. As a result, he identified a palace in the
vicinity of a modem shrine to a local deity, Samai
Mayi, and exposed a large number of its brick walls,
some superimpos ed upon earlier foundations (ibid.:
20). A further structure was exposed some twenty-
five feet west of these structures, consisting of brick
walls and a lime concrete flooring. A further floor of
this material was revealed in a trench to the north-
west of the shrine. More structures were noted to the
east of the shrine, a square building and an octagonal
structure, the latter was identified as a stupa by
Mukherji (ibid.). Two more stupas, one of which was
sixteen-sided, were excavated in another mound
in the north-east of the site, He also investigated a
number of the mounds in the immediate vicinity of
the large tank and exposed aseries of brick structures
on its northern, western southern sides. He also
excavated a large mound to the south-west of the
temple and exposed rther structure which he
referred to as a building of "respectable dimensions"
(ibic21).—

In addition to investigating the remains
of the fortified citadel, Mukherji also studied the
immediate vicinity of the mound and recorded a
number of associated structures. The largest of these
was a large mound in the paddy fields, some 220
metres south-east of the exposed eastern gate (ibid.:
21). A section had been already cut into the mound at
the request of Major Waddell but Mukherji had this
work contained in order to expose the full dimensions
of the monument, which he confirmed as a brick-built
stupa. Its section suggested that the monument had




undergone a series of remodelling and its final phase
measured sixty-eight feet in diameter with a extant
height of six feet (ibid.: 22). Mukherji noted that it
had been opened on the north side in antiquity, thus
any attempt to date its construction from the relic
chamber was quite impossible, as all relics had been
removed. Two large, silted tanks to the south-east
of this stupa were also recorded. A large mound
of iron slag was noted on the edge of the southern
ditch of the site, which Mukherji interpreted as
suggesting that "there was a large workshop here
in ancient times" (ibid.). On the western side of the
‘citadel', close to gate no.2, he recorded the remains
of a vihara, as indicated by two low mounds and a
large brick foundation. In the north of the site, he
identified further archaeological features - a suburb
of the fortified 'citadel in the triangular plot of jungle
just beyond the northern ditch, stating that this area
"no doubt, formed an inhabited part of the ancient
town" (ibid.). He also suggested that this suburb had
also been provided with a fortification in the form of
a ditch (ibid.). A further monument to the site's south
was noted on the northern outskirts of the town of
Tauliva (ibid.: 119). The monument consisted of a
large brick mound, undoubtedly a stupa, on the
western side of the road, surmounted by a small
shrine to Samai Mayi. Mukherji stated of this site
that 'I doubt not that if excavations are judiciously
undertaken here, some very interesting finds may be
discovered" (ibid.).

Mukherji was convinced that the remains at
the site of Tilaurakot represented Kapilavastu, the
capital of king Suddhodhana, stating that "closer
inspection showed me that Tilaura-kot (sic) was most
likely the city of the Buddha's father." (ibid.: 3-4). He
explanations for this confidence were provided by
a series of similarities between textual descriptions
of ancient Kapilavastu, Asokan inscriptions and his
topographical and archaeological recerds of the site.
Mukheriji's first task was to demonstrate that the
two sites were topographically identical. He noted
that the Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsang had recorded
that Kapilavastu, the birthplace of the Gautama
Buddha, was located fifty li north of the natal town
and nirvana stupa of one of his predecessors, the
Krakuchchhanda or Kakutsanda Buddha (ibid.:
55). Hiuen Tsang also recorded that a pillar had
been erected by the Emperor Asoka next to the
stupa. Having changed the fifty li to a distance of
four miles, Mukherji demonstrated that the broken

pillar and stupa at the village of Gotihawa were at
the requisite distance to the south of Tilaurakot
(ibid.: 55). He then demonstrated that the pilgrim's
description of the natal town, Asokan pillar and
nirvana stupa of the Konagamana or Kanakamuni
Buddha, some thirty /i or four miles to the north-
east of that of Krakucchanda Buddha, agreed with
the location of the Asokan pillar at Niglihawa (ibid.:
56). Similarly, he suggested that as the pilgrim had
stated that Kapilavastu was located fifty li west of
Lumbini, the location of Tilaurakot in relation to the
newly discovered pillar at the site of Runmin-dei
demonstrated further agreement (ibid.: 49).

Having demonstrated that geographically
the identification was viable, Mukherji then provided
a further list of more detailed parallels at thesite itself.
Kapilavastu was recorded as having been located
beside alake and to the east of ariver, a position which
Mukherji could show was also shared by Tilaurakot.
Mukherji went on to identify a number of the extant
monuments with those of Kapilavastu as described
by Hiuen Tsang, thus the surface remains near the
modem temple were interpreted as the vihara built
on the palace, the octagonal remains as the Vihara of
the conception, the sixteen-sided stupa as the Asita
stupa (ibid.: 5 1), the remains on the north-west of
the central tank as Yasodhara's quarters (ibid.: 52),
the remains on the north-east of the central tank as
the school house, the foundations of a large building
outside the eastern gate as a Sangharama, a mound
166 metres south of the south gate as the elephant-
throwing stupa (ibid.), mounds on the northern
and western sides representing stupas belonging
to two of the viharas of the four signs (ibid.: 53). He
further stated that the large stupa on the eastern
side of the'site "struck me as having some meaning,
presumably associated with the life of the Buddha"
(ibid.: 22). On the basis of this evidence he supported
his identification suggesting that "It will thus be seen
that no other ancient site has so much claim on the
identification of Kapilavastu as Tilaura (sic), as being
situated in the ;‘ight position and fulfilling all other
conditions" (ibjd.: 50).

Of cgurse these identifications were not
without their problems or their critics. One core
problem was that both Faxian and Hiuen Tsiang
allocate different distances and directions for
their routes from Sravasti to Kapilavastu. These
identifications were not without their problems,
including an apparent contradiction between the







