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Agricultural Heritage in Nepal-
A question of Site-recommendation

Last week of April 2010 passed with many
thoughtful events of the Heritage in Nepal. A
photographic exhibition and documentation on the
conservation of Swayambhu Stupa was inaugurated
at evening on 7" April by Culture Minister Dr.
MEnendra Rijal in Keshav Narayan Chowk of Patan
Durbar Square. Within 24 hours of that on next day
a& 9 AM, in the same place, he attended again to
«.augurate another seminar of formulating the
=ational Cultural Policy" in presence of three newly
appointed Chancellors of Academy of Music and
Treatrical Performance, Academy of Fine Arts, and
sestorical body of Nepal Academy attended by big
arains of cultural science in Nepal. A lot of
gediberations took place. The big brains churned. The
fural report is awaited. Continuing the events a
programme was organized to celebrate the "World
Heritage Day" commissioned by ICOMOS/UNESCO.
Te theme for this year was "Heritage in Agriculture"
z-c requested the national body of Nepal to
-ecognize and nominate a candidate site for an
agncultural heritage. The last two days saw the tough
exams for the candidates of the post holding cultural
ana archaeological officers to be promoted in higher
post by free competition. The Public Service
Cor~mission conducted the exam in their office in
s~ ch 13 candidates sat for competition. While
~ea2ding the question paper, it looked the academic
“u~dation of the field seemingly collapsing further
aown. Sorry for the comment!

For today the UN body has requested to us
al -0 celebrate and remember 18" of April as the
v of Heritage. | think UN body simply did not say
&S 0 celebrate the day only. It is their novel wish to
orzoel us to do some more research on how our
srcestors did farm their land, where they did farm,
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when did they farm, how they did and what did they
produce to feed their siblings? Let us dig our
academic farm on their agricultural farm.

It is a matter of great pleasure that UN body
UNESCO, ICOMOS and FAO have realized the
importance of ancient agricultural lands although
fossilized, abandoned or presently in cultivation. They
thought those sites also, if it carries antique value,
should be declared as the World Heritage of
Agriculture. It really propelled me to think about it
and to my mind recognized some site for nomination
in the UN body and hope it will not be exaggeration
to present herewith some petite picture in the
evolution of farming in the world and where do we
Nepalese stand in the picture.

When did the farming started and man
became an agriculturist is a great question that can
not be accurately answered. But we can say one thing
surely that the last hunters were the first farmers.

It is unanimously accepted principle that the
start of farming could well be established around the
millennium of 7000 BP plus minus one thousand
years is the start of farming. It was more or less
evolved independently and simultaneously in
different parts of the world.

Rice farming was already started in Bun
village of yellow river valley in south China some
8000 years ago where as the millet farming goes
even earlier. In Europe farming spread around 7000
years before and took some 500 years to cross over
to Great Britain. Nile river valley in North Africa was
cultivated with wheat in 7000 years before present
and in American maize and beans farming was done
some 5600 years ago. Similarly Indus valley
civilization also recorded the farming almost at the
same period. Ip India there is even plow marks (or



plough mark) been uncovered in the Indus civilization
site of Kalibangan which is datable to some 4500 to
4000 years before present.

In Nepal fossil farm lands should be looked
for in the trans-Himalayan region than in the
CisHimalayan side because all farm lands created
by humans, if any, should have been washed away
by the long cycle of monsoon rains. Where as it
should be saved in Trans-Himalayas because
monsoon can not cross over the Himalaya and wash
away the remains.

No such in-depth research has been yet
conducted in this field in Nepal. No records of farming
older than three thousand years traced here. Definite
source of information on farming, in well developed
form is coming down from the Buddhist history of
Kapilvastu region. The region was inhabited by the
well developed farmers from 8/7" century BC
already.

From Kaligandaki valley also we have
archaeological evidences of well developed society
contemporaneous to Kapilvastu. Therefore we
should, although too late in evidence, accept'that
we are far behind in this field of research.

We do not know before that how the people
lived. Were they simply food gatherers or aiready
farmers? Similarly in the transhimalayan region also
the people were found living with nomadic
subsistence. The petroglyphs in Kak Nimba do not
show any sign of farming in the region where as
plenty of figures of hunting scene engraved but no
ploughing depiction at all. There are many fields in
the region with frozen terraced farms still visible but
abandoned to cultivate since long time. Their
antiquity certainiy goes thousand of years back. The
civilization of Chokhopani period is almost three
thousand years followed by many other periods
extending down to 15-16 century of Christian era
finally replaced by the modern people since then.
The cave settlements with the farmland sites in
foreground are found along the Kaligandaki and its
tributaries. The abandoned farm land terraces are
still preserved in many parts of Mustang.

The most striking site from Nepal for
nomination of Heritage in Agriculture to the UNESCO,
| would suggest the site of Ghemi called Lungdi which
is a relict landscape that came to an end at some
time in the past either abruptly or over a period of
time. The nature of landscape is interesting and
beautiful.

From the archaeological study made in lower
Mustang, it is found that in prehistoric times, the
settlement sites had close spatial and cultural
connections with the caves immediately behind.
Those caves were used contemporaneously for all
purpose from domestic use for living to the collective
burials after death. Many a times, the caves were
also used as refuge shelter during the attacks from
north and south.

Located about an hour's walk from present
Ghemi village to the left of the river with same name,
this is so far the largest abandoned site in Mustang.
The site extends for almost three kilometers east
west and nearly 500 to 700 meters wide in North-
south direction. But the north-south elevation varies
from the top of the hill to the bed of the river Ghemi-
thus extending for almost 500-1200m in elevation.

* The site is located geographically in 83°x53" x
17' E and 29°% 03" x 19' North at an altitude
of 3494 mtrs from sea level.

* The abandoned village alone extends for
almost 300m to 500 m in area and dotted with
more than 70 houses with all requisites of
pond at the middle of the village, Chhortens,
Mani walls and Gompas. The fragments of
defense wall still stands sporadically but no
defense gates could be detected now because
they have all gone.

» There is watch-tower about 75 mtrs above to
the back of the village on North. Further higher
on the cliff are the caves hewn out for
meditation and shelters during the period of
emergency caused by outer invasion.

From the study in lower Mustang, we came to
know that those caves were used for all purposes
from animal dens to storage, meditation, living and
even for burial of deads. These caves also could be
used for all those purposes.

* More than 50 houses are still standing in
dilapidated condition. The cultural deposit is
more than 5 meters exposed. The foundation
of the houses is constructed on the stone slab
then the mud-walls rose on top. There are
schist stones in between for protection of
dampness. The plinths are raised of boulders-
abundantly found in the area flown down by
river Ghemi.



The depth of time could well be expected at
==z7 10 Chokhopani period about 2000yrs to 3500
-z necause well Chokhopani wares was detected
= with thick cultural deposits.

This was one of the well settled villages of
~ortnern Mustang with economically sound,
_coiemented by enough farm land to the east and
==t with good irrigation facility from Ghemi River.
“-= farmland alone stretches for more than two to
~z¢ kilometers east west. The site might have been

abandoned due to the natural calamity like earth
guake or flood causing the irrigation canal cut deep
destroying the farming completely collapse.

The local people of Ghami believe that the
present village was shifted from there due to some
calamity. Therefore they call it as old Ghemi. The
present Ghami also has enough arable land irrigated
by the Ghemi River to the right side of it. Ghemi is so
to say richest in terms of farm land after Lo and
Charang.

Some artifacts scattered on site






