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Khapatedanda

Prelude:

“ new village called Dandatole of Govindapur village
council in ward no. 8 in Siraha district has been mare
copularly known as Khapatedanda than its official
name after the discovery of profuse quantity of
ootsherds scattered on top of many mounds.
(Fig: ) The site is surrounded by the villages of
<usmaha Musahari and Ranaha in West, Mushari
n East and Khesara in South and irrigated by the
vers Khutti Khola on North and East then Sarre
<hola ot the South and West of the site. (Fig:-I)

Seographically it is located at 26°x47"x30' North
Latitude and 86°x26"x30" East Longitude above 168
meters from the MSL. There is a soft road linking
Lahan, which measures about eight kilometers. One
can drive or walk to the site from Lahan towards
NNW. A new settiement called Dandatole is newly
settled there after the eradication of malaria in the
cecades of Ninteen sixties of the last century.

History of finding:

The site was informed and shown by Mr,
Nathunisingh Danuwar to the culture students of
Tribhuvan University who were there for visiting
Govindpur pond in the year 2060 BS. The first
nformation on the site was brought to the public
notice by Mr. Madan Kumar Rimal in Kantipur daily.
After that the series of visits were done by many
=cholars and academic personalities from different
organizations including Department of Archaeology
and reported briefly in each time. No subjective work
on the site was done so far. Realising the importance

Sukra Sagar Shrestha

of the richness of the site the Department of
Archaeology allocated some budget for a
preliminary survey and documentation work in the
fiscal year 2063/64 in which the writer (of this
chapter) got an opportunity to be involved in the
study. The party was in the site on 2063-7-15.

Unfortunately project on preparing contour map
could not be conducted due to the political problem
in Tarai during the plan period. The result of the
visit is presented in this preliminary work.

Discussion:

Sporadic concentration of potsherds in
Khapatedanda is spread over in an area of
approximately 800x800 meters, which is
conspicuous. (Fig. Ill) They could tentatively be
guessed as the localities of different uses, which
are, refuse area, kiln-burnt areas may be for pots
firing, some burial place with bone concentration
and many potsherds in section are also noticed.
(Fig. V)The habitation area could also be well below
the surface around the present day village area.
The present settlement is not older than hundred
years old. Most of the inhabitants came and settled
there after the eradication of Malaria in and around
nineteen sixties of last century. The present
villagers denied to have found anything while
building their huts for fear of forfeiting their land
holdings. But they have shown many cultivated
areas with the archaeological remains underneath
specially beads and concentration of potsherds and
bones. Many illegal diggings were noticed while
walking through the site.



Surprisingly no brickbats are noticed from the site
perhaps the civilization on site could be the pre-
brick culture in the area. Such phenomena are also
noticed in Chandrapurgadhi in Jhapa District further
east and Sahaleshko Gadhi few kilometers south
of the highway near Lahan as well. There is a great
possibility that Khapatedanda could be of pre-brick
culture.

The concentration and varieties of the potsherds do
also show the antiquity of Khapatedanda well before
the Christian era. All sorts of potsherds are retrieved
from there. The different grades of the polish are
finely noticed on the potsherds. They are deep dark,
silvery glaze and finely polished in ashy color or
even in red colored potsherds. Although it is
premature to remark as NBPW period is termination
phase in Khapatedanda before detail digging is done
and any sequential history is obtained. The finding
of other types of potsherds leads us to conjecture
this.

Pottery Industry:

Pottery assemblage seen in Khapatedanda is
enormous in variety. Almost all sorts of potsherds
from reed marked to NBPW could be collected from
Neolithic to pre-Christian era.(Fig. VII-XIl) Since the
potsherds illustrated here were collected from
surface alone, the chronology is based on typology
only. For the scientific dating and its age related to
the typology it is necessary to put the spade on the
site to determine their chronological order.

In the earliest type of potsherd a reed marked
potsherd is collected along with other cord marked
potsherds as well (Fig. VIl}) Both of them are in
black and red ware type. They are the oldest type
of potsherds found everywhere in Gangetic valley
just before the invention of throwing the pots on the
wheels to shape. Side by side there are other red
potsherds also recovered from there, which are not
thrown on the wheel but hand molded. They are red
pottery and ill fired. This type is comprised of mostly
high neck pots. (Fig. VIIl) They are soft in texture
and erodes when rubbed with hands. They were
found together with gray wares. Some of the gray
ware pots also were hand-molded type.

In gray ware there are many variety of pots molded
in Khapatedanda. They are from light gray to dark
and from rough to polished gray. The utensils are
comprised of bowls to dishes as usual.Other types

of the pots are to be recovered from there. Some
are burnished and some ill fired resulting in red
points in many parts of the body. Such pieces were
also found in Punditpur and Ramagram in
Nawalparasi district some three hundred kilometers
west from here.

Four pieces of hand molded high neck pots
represent the pre-wheel product. They are also ill
fired and stick to the hand with red dust while
handling. In the section gray color is the mark of
low temperature while firing. (Fig. VHlI)

But the NBPWs are definitely wheel turned with high
quality of polish. They were the luxury pots used
by the aristocrats and rich people then. The profuse
concentration of NBPW is recorded so far till now
from Tilaurakot, Banjarahi, Punditpur and
Khapatedanda.

Of the remarkably abundant finds from
Khapatedanda is the profuse number of NBPW
with varieties of shapes and uses. Also this is the
departure deposit of Khapatedanda people. The
cause of departure cannot be known precisely until
the detail excavation on the site is done. Like in
Kapilavastu and Punditpur, it is the last phase of
occupation in Khapatedanda. From the finest
variety of bowls to many shapes and sizes of
dishes are available. Large variety of shapes and
sizes of dishes show the complex use of NBPW
phase. The rims of the dishes are often red in color.
(Fig. Xl) Sharp, rounded and beveled shapes are
also available. The concentration of NBPW shows
the economic prosperity of the contemporary
society because the NBPW sherds outnumbered
the gray ware sherds here.

Conclusion:

This is the first site of its type traced in Eastern
Nepal. No other NBPW sites so far to the east of
Punditpur are yet discovered. It is therefore
imperative to look through the site and report
accordingly. The Department of Archaeology has
given due attention and allocated the budget to
demarcate the expansion of the site and prepare a
contour map in detail for future study and
excavation. Let us hope they will be successful to
excavate here soon. :

The potsherds recovered from Khapatedanda
gives the picture of the site to be of equal antiquity



ar-cs! contemporary to the sites in Kapilavastu,
=.candehi and Nawalparasi. The findings of NBPW
=2y ware, hand molded red ware, reed marked and
=rZ-mpressed potsherds are very old variety of
mresy industry.

“re ocal inhabitants informed hoards of beads
=vected from the site and sold in the markets of
=ra-an some two decades before. (Fig. XIll) Few

bone beads were also shown. (Fig. V1) Side by
side the Neolithic Celts are also collected from the
site showing the area to be occupied by the men
from very early phase of history. This shows the

* areato be inhabited by man from at least Neolithic

period down to the present day. If we can connect
the study with the Patu and Ratukhola Mesolithic
sites it will definitely give nice picture of prehistoric
phase in East Nepal.






